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ADVERTISEMENT. - 

cj^HE following fermons are fent to the prefix precifily in the fame fornty in wbicl 
they were prepared for the Pulpit. Their unufual length obliged the author to omit^ 
in the delivery y fame parts, which he thought the leaji inter efting. lie hopes, however^ 
that, to Jerious and impartial readers, he need make no apology for directing tht 
whole to be printed. Confcious as he is of his own defeSls in the arts of reafoning^ 
and in the graces of ftyle, he does not prefume to fet up any claim to literary repu^ 
tationfrom thefe Difcourfes. They were written with a ftncere deftreof doing 
jujiice to ihe fubjells, which the author had occqfion to treat in the prcfence of two 
very relpeftable Congregations j and they are novo fubmitted to the candour of the 
public, partly, in deference to the judgment offome learned Friends, and partly^ 
for the fake of the Cbaf;i^'/cbogh- in this city, to thejupport of which ^ fucb 
profits as may arifefrom the falc will be applied. 
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G A LA T I A N S iv. 4. 



WHEM.THE FULNESS OF THE TIME WAS COME, COD SENT FORTH 

HIS SON. 

:'- TT may be ranked among the diftinguifhing charaAeriftics 0/ the prefent 
X age/ that the aut&ority of prefcription is openly difavowed, *and that en- 
quiry is carried on with a fpirit of incredulity, which, in refpeft to the fub- 
• £v l:^l :-. L^- u^ — A..^^.:^ -plovcd. mav be Called rigorous to 



the dig- 



jefts upon which it has been fomctimes employed, may be called rigo 
cxcefs. That Chriftianity, by the fingularity of its pretenfions, by tl ^ 
nity of its profeffed origin, and the. importance of its end, fliould, in fuch 
art age, attract the notice of fpeculative men, cannot, I think, furprife any 
judicious believer i and it ought not to alarm even the'moft pious, fmce the 
abilities dii'played in the defence of the Gofpel, bear no dilhonourable pro- 
portion to the exertions of thole, by whom it has been iecretly undermin- 
ed, or wantonly aflaulted. 

^yhen the Controverfy tiirns either upon fafts which facred Hiftory has 
recorded, or upon Doftrihes which the Golpei has delivered, it is fcldom 
difficult to reach the true point of decifion. But the words of my Text 

dired^ our thoughts towards a feries of very different Topics. Such, I 

mean, a^ have .been. hithe^o difcuffed by the aid of abllract reafonings, or 
by,t;h€jrConndcratioiiqf,circum(lances, which, however minute, when fep^i- 
ratcly viewed, are, in , their coUcAive- force, neither uninftruftive ncr un- 
intcrclling. ,Of tbisjcind arc t^icktc appearance of Chriftianity — its partial 
propagation^— its imperfed efficacy J 

If 
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If tTie cavils^ that have been ftarted upon thefe pointf, had fio otiidr 

tendency, than to let loofe the illiberal exultations of the enemies co 
our Religion, it would be our duty to encounter them with the moft accu« 
mulatcd ftrength of evidence, and the moft vigorous eftbrts of reafoning^ 
But when they become the occafions of embarralsment and extreme dejeftion 
to thofe, who wifh t^ fijpport -a better caufe ; when they damp the ardour of 
piety, or unhinge the fteadinefs of faith, they cannot be pafled over without 
all the difgracetul appearance, and all the fatal effefts of tacit approbation^ 
without danger to the innocence of other men, and without invidious^fuf- 
picions concerning our own fincerity. In the prefeht difcourfe, therefore, 
I fhall firft endeavour to eftablifli the validity of thofe principles, by which 
objeftions of the kind juft mentioned to you may be proved unphilofophical 
as well as irreligious; and fecondly, by a more djftinft examination, of the 
objeftions themfelves, I ihall hope to expofe their real futility, and to coun-- 
teraft their malignant operation. 

Whether our refearches be employed upon the phyfical or the moral con- 
llitution of the world, the fchenifes if God are' ever found progreffive in 
their execution 5 and however they may fometimcs unfold themfelves to an 
accurate and humble obferver of what has been done, they often'daih- with 
the hypothefes of men who afFcft to penetrate into the counfels of their 
Maker, and. who prcfume.to di(5late wl\at, it becomes him, ta dp. Now the 
redemption of hiartkind, in its Various proofs, slti^ Its Various ufes,. extends 
back to the firft defigrt of God iii creating this fyftdAiV ^nd ftretdhcs for- 
ward to the eternal interefts of many beings who are ordained to a6l in it. 
We may prefume, therefore, that all the caufes, whether ordinary or ex- 
traordinary, mediate or immediate, which might b^ requjfite to its compl.c- 
*^ , were arranged with the mccft exaftnefs in the general order of things. 



But, in a fcheme fo wide and fo complicated, it is Tiy rto means furpriftng 
that fome parts Ihould totally efcape our obfervatioh, or that others ihould be 
imperfeSly underftood from their connexion with fafts either forgotten or 
vndifcovered, with many faft events which influence the prefent, with more 
that are yet to cofne,, .and are themfelves 'VtlzxXyt -to a long fucceffion of 
caufes and efFefts, where the leaft are elTential to the greateft, and the moft 
remote aflfeft the moft near. 

From this intricate and almoft boundlefs chain that links together the 
works of God, it becomes impoflible for us to catch more than a faint %nd, 
fcanty glimmering of his purpofes. For as the moft common and uncom- 
mon phenomena may alike be traced up to queftioris Which we cannot folve, 
fo the folutiop of them would probably open to us new profpeds, where our 
reafoning would be again perplexed^ and conje^f c itfclf at a ftand. 

Bjr 



i By. tb^e'who- ^crioirfly recpUeA the lirpited ftrength of human reafon, the 
fortgqixkg obfcrvations wiAl noc bp haftily controverted— they prove, doubt- 
li&i KH^ 0xijl^c0 of ti^e rf)p ft import wt fa<5ts to .be compatible with our 
igj^tf j^ttc^ q(.j^ thf if ;fW^ ^ their /g^W^ confeqvenpes. They. 

ppiwt >)fM[t .ti) s^jfr the m^thoij' in which God is okaftd to a<ft, wfeer^ the nobieft 
ia«er€<i« of ;hi& Cf ejituro?. arc deeply conccraed* . They may teach usnotoaly 
tQ acquiefce in the irality of that method, but w^n to infer the propriety pf it^ 
l|x>nE^ the reia^oo^h^ fi^bfifts between oiur intcUeftual pQWfr$ and oyr mcrak, 

'*'^^j^ther thc.p?ity manifeft himfelf to yy% by his. word or his works,- 
the; idefigh is not to amufe but to improve us: hot to gratify our curi- 
ofitv but to exercife our faith : not to communicate, with a wild and 
iSlcifefs prodigality, the knowledge of times and feafons, which is juftly 
referyed to him who alone can regulate them, but to put us into a ftate of 
probationary difcipline. That ftat.e, too, invariably exifts at the very moment 




ultimately admitted, or rejefted. 
latibii fefdom addreffes us, but in a tone of authority. Without bewilder- 
ing our minds in curious and profound fpeculations concerning the modes 
of the divine government, and the abftraft fitneffcs of things,, it plainly re- 
cords fa<!ts, which wc arc at liberty to believe or diibelicve, juft as it incul- 
cates precepts, which wc may obey or violate. When the fulncfs of the 
time Was come, God^ fays, the Apoftle concifely arid peremptorily, fent forth 

)ii$ Son. 

»•■■■-• ■ . - 

;B«i if Chriftianity be attended with difficulties ^hich baffie our 
wafon, it is alfb fu{)^rted by evidences,, on the force of which that reafon" 
tPiVf decide. - If it be the property of the former to impede our affcnt, it is 
equally the property of the latter, when clear a«d appofite, to engage it. If 
cur convlftion be built upon difpaffionate arid laborious enquiry into that 
yfh\c\i can he kn^totty it ou^ht not to be fhakeri hy imaginary and unkftcwfi 
fdffibilities. Miich^ left will it be ftaggered by' the arguments of thofe, who 
>wauld difofove the truth of the Chriftian Revelation, becaufe thecircum- 
ftanccs or it do not coincide with their ideas^ either of the proofs that arc 
ficceffarjr to authenticate, or of the occafion that is Jufficient to produce, 
'a diviri^e interpofition. For while there i« any proof, we have no right to pre^ 
Aime that it is imp&Hnent'-^if there be any oecafion, we fee too little of the 
.])roportioa between means aAd^ end^, th pronounce it utterly inadeqnaje. 

m 

Many of the objeftions which are made againfl: the time and the 
ffmmur in whidi the Gofpel wai reTC8^ed> arc lefted upon thofe ar- 
guments 
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gumcnts a priori, which ufually require no other qualificaficyn 5n 
thofe who employ them, than . the habit of torturing invention, 
and of wrefting (a&s. But fuch arguments are as deiufive in matteri^ 
of Religion, as in Science. Thcf are unfatisfk&ory to every enquirer 
who wilhes to be guided by his judgment rather than tranfported by hii ima-* 
gination : they are impertinent and highly unbecoming, whether they be 
employed by the friend or the adverfary of Religion. The former, in coih- 
fequence of internal and of external proofs, may admit the excellence of 
Chriftianity, in the reafonablenefs of its precepts, the forciblenefs- of-its 
fanftions, and the miraculous circumftances of its publication. The latter 
has an unqueftionable right to examine any evidences, upon which a Reve-. 
lation profeffedfy founds its preteniions. But when either of them, from the 
ftorcs of his own obfcrvation draws forth criteria, by which all Revelations, 
boivfoever circumftanced, and wben/oevtr made, mu^ be tried, he treads, furc- 
ly> upon treacherous ground. The Chriftian injudicioufly aflumes bt all 
cafes, what he may properly urge in the form of an inference from evidences 
aftually exiftiagin z^partttmLar cafe. The Infidel as injudicioufly endeavours 
to deftroy thofe evicfences bfgmmMd aflumpcions, which are not fupportcd 
by any dtreil proof in die caufe wliere he decides, and which may be op^ 
pofed by many indireff proofs drawn from the works of God. 

Upon the topics ckf Religion, the opinions of Men take a colouring from 
their wiihes, from thcfir prepofleflions, from fettled habits of thought and 
action, and from peculiar cafts of temper. But from whatlbever fource 
thofe opinions are derived, and to whatfoever confequences they niay lead, 
the conduA of God, as we know from experience^ is, in many refpcfts, far 
different from what we ihould in /i?^«rjr fuppofc it likely to be. While the 
wjarld is under a moral government, wc might fujppofe it juft^ becaufe we feel 
It deftrabk^ that) amidft the devaftations of the Iword and of the peftilence^ 
Ibme diftinftion fhould be made between the righteous and the wicked. Un- 
der a wife and kind Providence, we might eiqjedt that order of tinu would be 
coincident with the order of dignity^ in the communication of temporal blcfr 
fings.* We might hope that the arts, by which the evils of life are mitigated^ 
or its comforts are heightened, would be cultivated more fucceisfully and hkicc 
diligently, than thofe, which flatter our vanity and contribute to our amufe^ 
ment. It would perhaps be more beneficial^ and therefore we conclude that it 
Jhould have been more eafy for us to underftand, and draw out into ufe all the 
produdions of the earth, than to afccrtain the cflcntial properties of matter, 
or fpcculatc upon the cxcentrip motions of cometSf Bw if the procedui^es 

• SecBotler'i Anilogy ;— Somt of the vganicnu employed by. that Ictfiird Prelate, attuimlljr 
occurred to me in the courfe of ihcfc obfervaiions, and I reidily adopted them, becaufe J knew 
them to be juft and appofite. 
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of God be not analogous to our notions of fitnefs, even in' tht 
ordinary courfe of things that are Jeen^ there is a ftill greater probability of 
error, in our conjeftures upon thofe extraordinary appointments, which 
more immediately refpeft the things that are notjeen. 

. To reafon,\ I mean the very limited and wayward reafon of man j it has 

ftemed expedient that God fhould accompany the Revelation of his Will, 

Wteh evidences fo illuftrious, that no carelefsnefs could overlook, fo peremp- 

ti>iy that no fophiftry could confound, fo forcible that no perverfenefs could 

rtfift them 5 and thus too, in refpeft to the commands and prohibitions of 

theGofpel, they might have been expefted to work a 'reformation almoft 

inftantaneous \ to have roufed the fupine ; to have foftened the obdurate ; 

to have extirpated every Vice, and cherifhed every Virtue to its utmoft rha- 

turity. In the career of hypothefis, we might venture orte ftep farther, and 

contend, that Redemption would be neccffaryfor no man, or be conferred in- 

difcriminately upon all men, who are capable of being redeemed. But God*s 

ways are not as our ways ; and if the reverfe of thefe flattering fupp6fitions 

appear upon the firft appeal to fafts, what courfe muft a believer take ? his 

courfe is plain and fafe. He muft retire to the appropriate and profejfed 

evidences of his Religion, which form, as it were, a Bulwark to his faith. 

Here he miift take his ftand, though a hoft of collateral objedtions fliould 

ftart up, juft, as in the daily intercourfe of life, he is compelled to chule and 

to aft, where the difficulties from the oppofitc fide may beinfinitely multiplied 

by a prolific imagination, and where many of themiure real and unanfwerjible. 

But will not fuch behaviour be expofed to the juft imputation of weaknefii 
and partiality ? No furely. You do not allow the Providence and moral gpr 
vernment of God to be difproved or difgraced by the difference that fubfifts 
between incontrovertible fafts, and the conceptions of fitnefs, which you 
have formed independently of thofe fafts. Why then, fhould the ferity 'of 
any religious difpenfation be called in queftion, and why fluoiild its utility 
be depreciated, becaufe the fame difference exifts ? The charge of partiality, 
will, I think, rather recoil upon .'thofe, who, when the means of "informa- 
tion are in both cafes equal; and: the chances of miftake- in,- albreafonings 
antecedent to that information. are, alfo, equal, yet decide with more con- 
fidence in one cafe than in the other ; and cdmit the rules, when applied to 
natural Religioni which they reje£ly when applied to fuch circumftancfcs in 
revealed Religion, as.are.perfedlly fimilar. 

In this train may the thoughts of an unprejudiced and cautious examiner 
proceed. That a Revelation is not fhocking to the common fenfe of 

' :. B- ' •■: ' * mankind. 
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jriankind, is certJun, becaufe, many fyftcms of falfc Religion ire derived 
irom pretended Revelations ^ becaufe the wifeft and bed heathen exprefled 
his wiflies to be inftrufted, in points of the higheft moment, by a teacher * 
from Heaven ; becaufe legiflators, thofe to whom Chriftianity was quite 
unknown, and thofe by whom it has been partially renounced, a Numa 
4Uid a Mahomet, found it expedient to fupport the authority of their own 
Jjawsj by claims to a preternatural infpiration. That God fhould hold out 
•to fome of his creatures, that information, which he does not beCbdw 
upon others, is, by no means, incredible, fince, in the daily and vifiUc 
courfe of human affairs, we find an inexhauftible variety in the ufes, in the 
meafures, and the kinds of thofe gifts, which flow from one common 
Author, and are conferred upon beings of one common fpecies. ]Life is 
valuable to all men — the defire of retaining it is implanted in all. But 
the means of preferving it, whether by the materials which Nature, fup- 
plies, or by the expedients which Art fuggefts, are not equally difpcijfed. 
Reafon is neceffary to our well-being. But the faculty itfelf is different^ 
in different men. — The opportunities of cultivating it are more different; 
and a yet wider difference fubfifl:s in the advantages that are eventually 
produced, by its theoretic improvement, and pra<5lical application. 

When we confider the general conftitution of things, we ihall no longer 
be furprifed that the Chriftian Difpenfation was not immediately followed 
-up by numerous and fignal confequences. For reafohs, which the fhort 
•lineof our underftanding cannot fathom, evil advances with a more ap- 
parent rapidity than Good. In the natural word a fudden, and, in our ap^ 

^ebertjions, an inconfiderable fliock will often do Violence to that order 
cf things, which w^ r^// regular. But the works of the Creation are not 
rcftored to their fymmetry or their ufe, fo far as either of them can be naea« 
fure^by our conceptions, without flow and almoft imperceptible gradations. 

-"fSqually filent is the progreffion of moral improvement. When the feminal 
principles of Vice have been dropped into the mind by fome accidental 

r caufe, or induflirioufly fown there by the impious hand of the corrupter, 
they quickly flioot up in a wild and rank luxuriance. But the malignity of 

' the foil muft be correfted, and its ftubbornefs fubdued, by long and pati^ 

* cnt culture, before it can cherifli the feeds of Virtue, to their fuUefl: vigour. 

' The fame obfervation may be extended to the manners of mankind. The 
ruft of barbarifm mufl: be worn off by repeated attritions ; nor without the 
concurrence of many domeft:ic and foreign caufes, without the ufe of arts 
and of arms, without Laws and Religion, has any lafl:ing polifli ever been 
fixed upon the exterior behaviour of a people. In the fame manner, Chrifl:ia- 

nity, 

• yidePIat.Akibiad, 2— Pag«4^. Ninth Edit. Ficin. 
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nity, defigned, as it was, to ftrugglc with the moft rooted prejudices and the 
jfierceft paflions of the human mind, did not produce its beneficial effefbk 
£ompletf!ly dLTid at once i and we may without impropriety compare it to ttic 
tnuftarH Jeedy in the Jlownejs as well as the height of its growth, ' 

That the religious fchemes of God bear fo ftriking a refemblance to hif 
jjatural and his moral diipenfations^ it were folly to controvert $ and that 
refemblance^ inftead of fupplyihg any objeftion to the truth of the Gofpel^ 
coaftitutes 2i prefumpthe proof in favour of it, as proceeding frpm the fame 
Author, as intended, together with the fame difpenfations^ for wife pur- 
po&s, and co-operating with them in the fame plan of final and univerfa) 
goocl. 

It were foreign to my prefent purpofe to examine that folid mafs of hii^ 
torical and prophetical evidences, upon which, as upon its firmeil b;^s> 
the great fabrick of Chriftianity is crefted. The fubjeft before us rathcir 
deminded the aid which analogy fupplies for the defence of Revelation i^ 
and againft the arguments, which I have now employed, T know not that 
reafon can furnifh any one direS proof, or a Jerks of indire£l proofs, equally 
clear and well connedted. Thofe arguments are, indeed, faftened by thp 
ciofcft ties to principles, which may, in the moft exa6t acceptation of tHe 
word, be faid to be founded upon experience. They arc intended to fhew> 
that in judging of the Divine Attributes, as they relpedl our own fyftem, ' 
we have no meafurc for determining their efFefts to be too little or too 
great, in any cafe wh^ch falls under our notice : that the imperfe6tionS|* fo 
incautioufly imputed to the counfels of heaven, properly belong to the 
nature of man j and that, upon the more abftrufe points of^Religion, as wen 
as of philofophy, there will ever be found more room for modeft acquief^ 
cence, than for captious oppofition. Pofleffedof fuch ftrength, and appli- 
ed to fuch ends, they will not be eafily overthrown, either by unauthorized 
conjedures, that God Jbould have introduced Chriftianity at a more early 
period, or by peevilh complaints, that he has confined it within too narrow 
ooundaries. Inftead, therefore, of wandering in mazes, where men arc 
often pufhed on, hy their pride, to reafon from what " they do not know^'* 
our enemies would dp well to examine, whether or no, the Chriftian Reli- 
gion contain within itfelf the feeds of its own deftrudtion. We readily 
confefs, that no deduftion from analogy, no teftimony from hiftory, can, in 
the nature of things, be fo decifive, as thefe plain fuggeftions of our i-cafbn^ 
that God cannot patronize a lie ; cannot reveal an abfurdity : cannot com* 
mand the perpetration of a crime. But accufations of this formidably 
afped are not to be thrown out raftily, or infmuated inHdioufly, 'Till t^cjr 

B 2 - be 



\>t fairly proved, many refined and fubtle arguments that have been employ- 
^cd againft the credibility of the Gofpel, amount to no more than the hardy 
arid difpu tabic fuppofit ions of ^«//^ creatures, concerning the means which 
a Creator of infinite wifdom ought to employ. On the other hand, the honeft 
and humble enquirer, who confiders the religious difpenfations of God as 
/orming apart of that incomprehenfible fcheme, by which the various in- 
terefts.of mankind are promoted, will be induced to expeft not fewer diffit- 
culties, than thofe which throw themfelves in* his wj^y, when he balanxres 
the proofs, upon which the advocates of Religion would reft their cahfc. 
He will not pronounce thofe proofs' unfatisfaftory to his jtidgmaity bccaufc 
they are inadequate to all the liceiitious claims, which Ills prepoffeffions or 
his wijhes may fuggeft. He will believe that upon tliefe, as well as upon 
other points,. God^has in his wifdom. beftowed upon man " a di^e degree, of 
ignorance ^^'^ 'Every feemi^g dcfc^ in his own knowledge, he will Uook upon 
as a limitation of his moral rejponfibility, and every kind o{ real information 
that is.vouchfafed to hifii, he will accept with thankfulnefs, and imjirovc 
with diligence, 

Frorh thefe general remarks, I proceed to examine more particularly the 
objeftions againft which they are pointed. Thofe objeftions I fliali bring 
forward according to the order, in which they were arranged, in the open- 
ing of this difcourfc. The firft of them was direfted againft the late publi-- 
eation of Chriftianity. 

To fpeak concerning the agency or the intelligence of God, at once, with 
perlpicuity and with precifion, is extremely difficult. His works are un- 
^ueftionably conneftcd together by the relation of caufe arid efFeft, and 
viewed by any finite capacity, they exift in a Juccefftve feries. But to the 
Deity himfelf, who improperly infinite, no* duration, compounded of divifible 
parts, no diftinftions of paft, prefcnt, and future, can, perhaps, be f ftriftly 
^.— — rr- applied 

• Vide Pope'i EiTay on Man, Book the Firft, Line 283. 

t A difTerenftreprefentatian of God's knowledge? has been maincained. with jgreat originality 
of thoughttand great acute nefs of reafoning, by a wiiccr in the Theological Repolitory, who fignt 
limfelf Clemens. He, there, unfolds thofe principles of affociation, by which a mind chat is en- 
gage] iii the fHtrfuit of ultimatt vtiod^ quickly paiTes over every intermediate (lep; and in propor* 
tion to the excellence of this ailociatiug faculty, he eftimates the imellcdtual and moral excel* 
lence of all beings. From the operations of the human undo (landing, we know, that, at 
it is more- frequently and vigouroufly exerted, it gradually acquires a kind of c nifici at intuit iom^ 
tod traverfes a wider compaft, by a fwifter proerefs. In a degree, therefore, that furpaffes our 
j^nc«ption, being^of fuperior natures may be luppofed to reach the moil diftant point of con- 
fdmpli&tjon, by a procefs rapid without irregularity, and complex without confufion. Some pro- 
pert|f of thi« fort« he would, in its highell perfedion, afcribe to the Deity. While this mode of 
conceiving the Divine counfds is acknowledged to be not 'wholly adt^uats to the fubjed, it may 
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'applied. He, indeed, perceives with equal diftinftnefs, the mod diftant 
cvjrnts'^hd the moft near. He direfts with equal facility, the caufes nc-- 
ceffary to accomplifti them ; and while ftiort-fighted, impatient men com- 
plain of lingering, of interruption, and of incoherence in tlie defigns of 
their Maker, he is, in faft, executing the belt purpofes by the bcft 

methods. 

*■ ■ . " ^- . ) 

• , ... 

i^t)w, in relpeft to a. Being, whoTe comprehenfion thus pervades alt 
foffifiHties in all points of duration, I'fee not the force of any conclufion, 
which may be drawn from the mere corifideration of time, fo as to juftify 
"US in denying the reality ^ or arraigning the expediency of his meafures. I 
am confident, at leaft, that the objeftion we are now confidering is inde- 
cifive and ^v^n fallacious ^ fb* far as it affefts the caufe of Chriftianity ; for, 
Tiad the Gofpel been publiftfed a thoufand years earlier, thpfe, who. were 
then living, might have rejeded it, becaufe it was not publifhed a thoufand 
yeirs before. Since creation is equally the work of God with redemption, 
we might as well complain, that we were not made, as that we were not 
redeemed, juft at the time we imagined mojl Jit -y and were the objeftion re- 
moved as to cur/elvesy it might be, in jperpetual fucceflion, adopted by our 
fojierity. , In what proof then^ does this argument, if it be well founded, 
terminate ? A certain portion of time rhuft have exflled before either event, 
and therefore the proper inference a priori is, that we fhould never be 
created or redeemed at all. 

But Ghriftianity, .exclaims the objedor, is, in the fplendid language of 
its panegyrifts, defcribed as a fyftem, perfeft in itfelf, and cffentially. 
neceflary to the falvation of mankind. How then can that be neceffary to 
the everlafting welfare of God's creatures, which was not known, till the 
probationary ftate of many amongft them was at end ? And how can that 
fcheme be called perfeft, which does not include the fpiritual interefts of 
all the world ? To this fpicious reafoning it may be replied, that neceflity 
and perfeftion. are relative terms, and are to be underftood with reftric- 
tions, when applied to any . psirt of the Divine Government. . As 
God i^ poflcflcd- of wifdom- to choofe all ends, and of power to 
controul all means, whatever is expedient in the eyes of fuch a beingy 
is, u^onjhat account ^ necejfary — or, in pther words, becaufe it ought to 
be done, // cannot but' be done. The proof of the faft, in fucTi cafes, 
always involves the proof of heceffity, in the fenfe juft explained 

to 

be ufefully employed ip exfUimng the cleornefs and extent , of the Divine Prefcience, and in re- 
preflipf that conAdence» which ill- becomes our dark and circumfcribed apprehenficns. Even upon 
the hypothefis of Clemens, we may perceive the incompetency of man, and the competency of 
God, to determine concerning tbefuhejs of iimg. 
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to you^ and the a6bual life of any means, is a fufficientwarrant for us tp 
pronounce them perfeft, or accommodated to their refpeftivc ends. W^ 
do not, however, fay, for we are neither required n<M- authorized to iay^ 
that Chriftianity is indifpenfably neceffary to the falvation of thofe perfons, 
Co whom it was not communicated, ^hey may have been capable of arriving 
atalefs degree of happinefs, by the afliftance of lefs inftrudtion j and thej 
will, aflurcdly, be judged, according to their ufe of ^»^ talent, where ic 
was not the will of God to entruft them with five. But, fo far af our 
• information reaches, the particular virtues which Chriftianity inculcates^ 
could not have been praftifed, the particular rccompence which it pror 
pofcs, could not have been obtained, but by the declaration of a law cir^r 
cumftanced as the Gofpel was. Confequently, if God intended to 
fave us by that Grofpcl, to guide us by a better law than others were di- 
refted to obey, to qualify us for a greater (hare of felicity than others were 
permitted to reach, it is, in refpeft to us, who are the obje6ls of it, botk 
neceflary and perfecSt. It is yi neceffary that the fame degree of happinefs 
could not be attained under any other fyftem of Religion, that has hitherto 
been known. It isjo perfeft, that the fame happinefs certainly will be at-- 
tained under the fyftem we have embraced. 

Chriftianity, it ihould ever be confidered, profeffes to be deiigiied for 
fallen creatures, or^ in the languageof the Scriptures, Cbrijl Jefus came int0 
the world to Javeftnners. Why, indeed, evil exifts, from what fountain \% 
fprung, and through what channels it is conveyed, arc qucftions where we 
are more forward to enquire, than able to decide. Yet, furely, if the 
Attributes of God can be vindicated in the permiffion of vice, that vindica-^ 
tion will extend even to the gradual removal of it. 

In the nature of things, fome interval muft have elapfcd, between the 
firft exiftcnce of the Evil, and the firft application of tne remedy. Con* 
cerning the proper duration of that evil, we may dogmatize much, but can 
demonftrate nothing. Equally wife in themfelvcs, though unknown to us, 
are ma/i of the reafons, for which. Sin was cither fuffered to enter the 
World at any time, or was checked in its courfe, at one time, rather 
than another. 

» 

^ut whatever opinions we may form concerning the origin of evil, the ex- 
pediency of Chriftianity is chiefly concerned in this faft, that we are, indeed, 
finful. We may therefore aflc, is it poflible that God ftiould fuffer his crea- 
tures to fink into a ftate of wickednefs ? Is it not confiftent with the 
attributes of God to deliver them from it ? Has the Gofpel a tendency to 

cffeft 



4efFeA ffudi "deliverance -? As to the fif ft qucftion, we muft acknowledge the 
hc^thpn world to have been immerfed in the moft deplorable corruption^ 
both of manners and opinion. Concerning the fecond, the moft abandon- 
ed unbeliever can fcarce entertain a momentaiy doubt, the laft it will 
not be eafy to prove in the negative, if the genuine doArines of the Gofpel, 
the encpqragement it gives to virtue, and die reftraint it lays upon vice, 
i>c, ferioufly an4 impfrti^ly confidered. 

^ * 

That God winked at * or, (as the word may be lefs offenfively tranfla- 
ted,) that he overlooked the errors and the degeneracy of former ages, is a 
point where many unbelievers are agreed with us. But the Chriftian main- 
tains> that, in the fulnefs of time, God publifhed a Law, for the fake of 
reftifying thofe errors, and of reforming that degeneracy. The infidel, 
who profefles a regard equally delicate, and a zeal equally fincere, for the 
honour of his Maker, aflerts the contrary. Whofe hypothefis, think ye, 
redounds moft to the glory of God ? According to the tenets of the Chrif- 
tian, the depravity of mankind, and the long train of miferies attendant 
on it, b^vty in fome mcafore, been leffened, and will be leflened yet fur- 
ther. If the infidel be right, the remedy of an acknowledged evil has not 
yet been applied ; and though, according to the natural defcent of things 
from bad to worfe, the longer any falutary expedient is delayed, the more 
urgent becomes the occafion for it, that very ^^/^y conftituteva prefump- 
tion, that no fuch expedient tver will be supplied. I will not infuk your 
underftandings by entering into any fuperfluous comparifon, between hy- 
pothefesfo notorioufly difproportionate, in point, bothof good fenfe, and 
of piety. 

I mean not to fpeak with inteiiaperate indignation of thofe arrogant and 
almoft exclufive claims, which fome champions of Infidelity have fet up, 
to a correft and enlarged way of thinking. But I wijQi them to confider, 
whether the iiiveftivcs, which they have thrown out againft the late pub- 
lication of the Gofpel, be not the refult of reafonings, as narrow^ ai they 
are erroneous. Near and remote, great and little, are relative expreflions ; 
and each of them may be applied to the Jame objeft, as it is viewed through 
different mediums. Thus the four thoufand years, which preceded the ap- 
pearance of the Gofpel, may fwell, in our imaginations, to a ftupendous 
bulk, on the fuppofition that the world were to continue in its redeemed 
ftate for twice or three times that fpace. But, if the world be ordained to 
continue forty thoufand years after the coming of Chrift, the time, that 
preceded it, will flirink into a lefs formidable compafs i and, as there is 

, ... .00 



'( 'i6 ^ 

no apparent abfurdity inTuppofing the duration of our prefent fyftem to ik( 
extended indefintielyy the profk)rtion of the defiAite time that pafled bef<ft^ 
the miflion of Chrift may, by gradual dimunitions, be reduced to a v'tr^ 
trifling,- and, as it -were,' fugitive- quantity, '. - 

c .... . •. 

* If thc-progrcfs whrch mankind have lately made in the arts of fociaMifc, 
if the important enquiries, in which philofophy. has been engaged, if t4l^ 
unexplored paths it has opened for new inveftigation, be brought into one 
•poiht"of view, we may beled'to imagine', that the world has not yet k<eachr 
-ed-mbre than a^iftkte.oiF comparative infancy. Should this be the cafe/ and 

fhould our future intprovcments flow, on* With an equal, or an increafing 
tide of'fuccefs, poflrerity may rry^tf' 'the argument. Tracing back the 
•growing excellence of their fellow-creatures through the ftages it fhall have 
{ilreSdy pafled, they may look- up wi'th admiration and thahkfulnefs'to that 
Being, who according to their efliimate of things, ihterpofed fo fpeedily in 
behalf of his creatures. Eut without having recourfe to fuch defcriptipns 
of fucceeding ages, as are neither uhpleafing nor incredible, we may find, 
upon a retrojpective view of the condition in which mankind has been 
•placed, many /^r^^/^^/^ arguments for the truth of St. Paul's aflfertion, that 

in the fulnefs of time God fent forth his Son. 

• * 

Had the Alrnighty ordained a more early period for the Gofpel, wc 
might have'loft much of that evidence which arife^-from Prophecy. ^ 

* The Son of God*appeared at afeafon, when the propagation of his Re- 
ligion was much facilitated by the extent of the Roman Empire, and the 

popularity of , the Greek language. But, if he had lived in the days of 
Mbfes, the little intercburfe that prevailed between nation and nation, the 
very inconfiderable proficiency of mankind in- Arts and Language, the 
total want of concurrent hiftorical tcftimony, and a variety of other cir- 
cumfl:ances, which ■ werfc not unfriendly to the Jewifli Law, intended as 
it was to opefate for a ftiort time, and among an obfcure people, might 
have proved very powerful impediments to the efl:abliftiment and the dif- 
fufion of the Chriltian Law. 

• i • • - 

The Gofpel, upon its firfl? publication, was in many ihftances afi^ected 
by the civil and the pplitid:al fl:ate of judea. \ But the fpirit of the 
Mofaic Inftiitutions was quite exhau filed, and the qbfervance of many prer 
ccpts was fcarce practicable, during the fubjection of the Jews to the Ro- 
man yoke.- Deprived, therefore, as was -this people, of the advantages 

• which hiid rcfultcd from ceremonial duties, it was likely^ or at leafl: it 

■ .\ ^ was 
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-^as ^r^^ for them, to have turned their attention more readily towards a 
Ritoal left irkfome, and a fchemc of morality far more adapted to their 
intelle£hial and focial improvements. As prophecy had long ceafed among 
them, they might hare been induced to confider the miracles of Chrift, as ^ 
renewal of thofe divine incerpofitions, with which their fore-fathers had 
been honoured. The opinions coacerning a future ftate, which they had 
caught up during their captivity at Babylon, and nheir intercourfc with the 
Romans, fliould have prepared them to welcome a Religipix, -whxcY^ enlightens'^ 
the comfortable doftrines of life and immortality. Had tht arrival of the 
Mcffiah been haftencd, the expedations of the Jew w«uld not have been 
excited to a fufficient pitch of foUicitude. Had it been longer delayed, 
thofe expeftations, which eventually induced many perfons to examine the 
claims of ChriH, and fome to admit them, might have languiihed after re- 
peated difappointments. 

In this queftion concerning the fulnefs of time, the ftate of the heathen 

world deferves our confideration. If the Gofpel had been . preached in a 

very barbarous age, the reception of it would,, probably, have been 

afcribed to the want of ability, or the want of inclination to deteft im- 

pofture, to the artifices of priefts, or the credulity of the vulgar. But it 

challenged the attention of mankind at a moft enlightened sera, when the 

jealous wifdom of politicians, and the no lefs jealous pride of philoibphers 

were leagued againft religious innovation. The fame caufes which har- 

rafiied Chriftianity during its growth, muft, if its .vital principle had not 

been found, have ftiflcd it in its very birth. The fame oppofition, that 

had been roufed, in the reign of Auguftus, againft falfe miracles, muft 

have hunted down the credit of the Chriftian miracles, had they, not been 

really performed. The fame vigilance, which afterwards dragged to light 

all the childifh fallacies of ApoUonius Tyanfcus, would have been more 

fatally employed, in crujQiing the firmer and more interefting pretenfions 

. of Chrift. 

The ceremonies prefcribed by the religions of antiquity tended to debafc 
the fpirit, and even to deprave the morals of the people. As to the doc- 
trines. of philofophy, they were feldom employed, as, in trufh, they were 
feldom qualified^ to remedy the evil." It muft, however, be confeffed that 
the more important truths of Religion, fuch, I mean, as relate to a pro-» 
n^id^ce and a future ftate, though intennixed with many errors, yet re- 
taioed zfeeiU hold upon the minds of the multitude^ andproduced> too, a 

C partial 
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partial effeft upon their behaviour. To arraign and tt) ridicule fuch truths/ 
was a diftinftion rcfcrved for thofe prefumptuous fophifts, whom their iiv» 
fatuated admirers afFed to exalt as the guides of- life, though they Ipecu* 
lated for the fake of vidory, not of truth; though the)r confounded the 
received notions of right and wrong, without ftrbfticuting others more «r- 
telligible and more ujiful\ though they veiled the being and attributes of the 
Deity in artificial obfcurity, and often thruft out his wretched creatures 

from the verge of his proteftion. 

.... .... • 

It were unjuft to extend thefe levere accufatioits, to all the philofoj^h^rs 
of antiquity. Sacred, in the bofom of every friend tdlearniiig and virtue, 
be the memory of the illuftrious Few among them, who endeavoured to -con* 
neft their more abftrufe refearches with the improvement of morality, attd 
the deareft interefts of mankind. But their fuccefs generally fell fhort of 
their hopes. Tully, whofe veneration for Plato bordered upon idolatry, 
yet conrcfles, that the moft ingenious argiimeirts of thar Writer upon ihe 
immortality of the Soul impreffed only a precarious momentary convtdioiT> 
even upon a mind that wilhed them true; and Brutus, in his dying mo^ 
ments, lamented, that virtue itfelf was but an empty name. 
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Thus in the grofs miftakes and abjeift fliperftition of thcviilgari iu the 
irncertainty of the beft philofophcrs, and the.inpipiecyo^tlic wohft,.we havp 
mdft convincing proofe that a Divine Revelation was iiot entirely '«^a»/iw- 
able. In reality, all the inftances o{ whzt rc^f on did not do, are more . iatis- 
"faftory evidences of its comparative infufficicncy, than the romantic/. fup- 
ipofitions and coiifideht aflfertions of Tome men, 'concerning what it fkigit 
have done. Thie world, it is true, • has been amufcd by -many fubtle diftrnc*- 
..w^fitms between the " energies" and the *^ capacities'*, of irafcrn among the 
ancients. At all events, however, if the defcAs imputed to them had a 
real exiftence, the expediency of Revelation to fupply thofe defefts, i& 
nearly the fame, whether they arofe from inability or inaftion,. from un- 
favourable circumftances, or injudicious exertion. 

For the purpofe of depreciating revelation wnAV^^/^i >YnagnificBnt enco- 
miums have, 1 know, been lavifhed upon the Law of Nature, * and upon 

the 

• TJ»c law of Nttttrc is, I know, ufually underftood iit the fimfc of :tj Jaw »#f T^«wniW» • "But 
this acceptation is^ 1 believe, too confined in itfelf^ and ^as ;bceii,tb& oapfei cfuvaniL^liicoljues 
to the^drocatesof ihcCJolpel,'in theirdifpotes with filftdeh/ "Nawrc'ln'dWesfli/tlre-wdrks'of 
God. Revelation is intimateljr connected with ihofe works ; it holds a diilinguiihed place among 
them ; and the precepts and evidences of it are included in the law of Nature, according to that 
fenfeof thewoicd^ wiudi ii at once the moft proper and tl^e moft coiqprcbciiiive. Revelation » 

•th^refbrCf 
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the tight of.Naturc; The utility of both has been knperrinently: .exagger- 
ated, aad their diftindt properties have been imprudently, not to iay, infi- 
dioufly, confounded. The Law of Nature, abftra&edly confidered, is, I 
fay not, eternal and itnmutabley but CQ-extended and ce-eval with all 
the works of Nature. It con\prchends thp rporal fitnefs of things, arifing 
from their fpecific qualities, and mutual relations, and, as fuch, is, in its 
full magnitude, known only by the Being who ordained it. On the 
other hand, the Light of. Nature * implies a limited, and, in man, a very li- 
mited and very fluftuating knowledge of that law, together with the pbli-^ 
gations refulting from fuch knowledge, and increafing in proportion to it. 
This light was> moreover, in the heathen world, faint and unfteady, as we 
m4y difcover from the numerous iniperfeftions both of the learned and 
the unlearned.. But, amidft the melancholy ftate of things, in which they 
wew placed^ what. can. be conceived . more defirable to a well-di{pofed 
mind, than aa authoritative and unequivocal declaration of the Divine 
Will? How abfurdly fhould we fuppofe any prian to have reafoned, how 
pervcrfcly ihouid- owfc prohouocehim t;o have afted, if he had fpurned away 
the aids, which revelation offers, from him/elf^ 9ply* becaufe they had not 
been tendered to )ni%' forefathers 1 
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As . an experiipwital fenfc of calamity quickens the exercife of compaf- 
fion to others^^ibtthe conTcioufnefs of paft imperfeftions nij^ have been 
very efficacious in producing that humble docility of mind, which, in the 
iirft age^ of ihe Godipel^ was, eminently and peculiarly, a requisite qualifi- 
cation for converfion* It difpofed, no doubt, many impartial perfons. to 
-welcome the glad tidings of Salvation, after the inconveniencies they had 
4ong fuffcred^ from that reftlefs uncertainty, from thofe wavering hopes, 
-frpm thofe tormenting fcars> which feem to have been the lot at the beft 
men, to whoni reafon was their only guide. 
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therefore, is to be difti'ngpiflied.from the I.iw of Nature, as a part from the «if^»/#. The Bi/hop 
of Carlifle, in his adri)irable coniiderations on the theory of Religion, has laid open the ab- 

' furd and failaciQUs (ignrfi cations which have been afiigned to the Laiv of Nature. The fame ex- 
cdlofit Prelate • hat alfo refcued the word Reafon from the narrow and errooeoas fenfe ia 
which jt IS often employed by controverfial writers. He has enumerated with great accuracy 

. all the various •* Talents which togeUier make up our portion of Reafon^ and ieverally 
*• contribute to the forming our uriderftanding, and improving dor iV«/«r/." Vide Page 4. 
Edit. 3. 

• I am here fpeakirrg of the Light of Nature, as it exiils, where no Revelation is known. But 
- according to the {a-inciplei I have laid down in the foregoing note, the Light of Nature, in a 
^ ChrilU^, includfs alLth^ knowledge he has acquired of the Laws of Nature, whether revealed or 

unreyealcd. When my meaning is impartially confidered, thtpropiiety of my language will,! 

hope, attone far M'fi^gitiarJtj. . t. .. 



I dir aariafll^nqMr llMfe « emmrfbiioes ^ s^fbaefy Jeq/hei uit^ J^i 
carry mirihai die^ iwtrift ctf MAdii%, *tilL cht:^ be cowitet-baR 
Imnced' bf'PfpififiosMnBflMi MHHi» caariiiiaB of imsN 

kind. I dneraathM ikammmrm§dmtJ^MtAc.fri^ whkaH 

mui» die]rfl»ptiie pcri oi d a^yyd ibri diei.lwi& oC Chaift^ nor to lnv« 
been /«/tf/|^ at^for die jmfeflbd* putpofes^ ofibis aiiffion» awl widi thU 
conchifioa we ma.^ be ftdsfied^ till our r*TiiiriTt pmducc equal praaift 
for fofne oAer period^ that was manjk. 

I now. proceed to obviate the fecond obgeftknit lAach, as jofi aatyr re- 
member, was levelled againft the partial propagadon of die Gofpel. We 
may obferye both of this, and of the preceding compbint, that they pre*^ 
fuppofe the excellence of the Chriftian fchemc^ evea while they depatct;* 
ate its credibility ; for, if it be not calculated to corrie&. the morals^ aad 
promote the well-being of mankind, why ihould we be offended, ei^er 
that it was not more early publiihed, or more widdy diflcmiaated f 

• 

It wears, furely, the mod ofTenfive afpeA of paradox, that the very 
property, which ought to endear thcGofpel to thoie by whom it is known, 
ihould prejudice them againft it ^ and that the acknowledged utility of the 
Golpcl ihould be diftorted into an argument againft its' truth. 

w 
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In the daily courfe of human-. afFairs, the dignity of the bene^aftor 19 
generally fuppofed to. throw a new luftre around his gifts. But, left the 
claimsof Chriftianity to a'divinc original fhould procure too muib itver- 
cnce, the warm Ipirir of religious gratitude muft, it feems, be chilled by, 
I know not what, cold diftinftions of fcepticifm, and that honeft prgu- 
dice, which, with the happieft confccjuences, meafurcs things by perfons, 
is to be controuled by the fterneft feverities of, perhapSy mifapplied invefti* 
fiaftom 1 fay, mifapplied, becaufc the unworthinefs of man to demand a 
preternatural interpofition at the hands of his Maker, has been fometimes 
mifconftrued into an incapacity to become the objeft of fuch interpofition 5 
and becaufc the partial irnprobabUity that God would interpofe, has been 
alledged as an evidence of the aftual impoffibility that he fiould interpofe. 

Particular diftindions are ufually looked upon as the ground of particular 
obligation. As men cxcell each other in affluence 01 fortune, in fplen- 
dour of fituation, or in vigour of intellcA, new means of happinels are 
fuppofed to be conferred upon them, and new returns of gratitude 
arc cxpefted from them^ upon every principle of common fenfc 
and coaunon jufticc^st-JBut^ when Religion is conccracdj the rules, 

which 
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ivii}di-yidiicc''iis more readily to accept^ and more highly to yalue the 
inUsnmf bleflings, which God beftows^ are^ in the opinion of jTonie men^ 

^ fuddenly JuJpiUikd^ and by an irrtrerted mode of argumentation, * we are 
tanigkt to rejeft the^oi/^ blefSng, though it be fa'id to proceed' from the 
Ame gpacious Author. Inftead o? acknowledging and applying the affift- 
ances- that are offered to ourfelves, we endeavour to conceal the pride dT 
falie philoibphy under the fpecious colouring. of a falfe philanthropy: we 
€<k4| away our attention from our own abundance, to the Wants of others^ 
we ^c& to be offended at the difference between them and ourfelves, 
though it neither increafe nor lelTen our own power of being happy i and 

•"w^ '^fpjrroufly - pry into the ^caufes of that difference, which . are, for ,thc 
mcA-part, treafured up in the depths of Omnifcience, and which^ if^thqr 
l^eiW;. declared to us, might neither relax nor enforce our obligation to' to 
virtuoijUB. To what ^int, then^ does the obj^dion before us' ultimately 
tendT^'lf it be nat abiolutely defigned. to alienate us from Chril^ianinr, it 
is furcly imprudent in thofe who employ ir, to excite a fpirit of diicon-* 
^tent againft the ufefulneis of that law, by which we /^^^/^ be governed her^, 
and muft be judged hereafter* Ifit be defigned to alienate us from that law, 
let us apply the touchftone of analogy to an argument, which is thought of 
. fuffiricnt moment to warrant our deUberate apoftacy. . 

Suppofe now, that any nation guided by the counlels, and animated 
under the aufpices, of a Numa or a Lycurgus, were emerging froKto barbA- 
rifm.' Would it be a jufl: reaibn for them to rclzpfc vcluntarify intathe 
evils from which they were beginning to efcape, becaufe neighbouring, 
countries were yef expofed to the fame evils, and unhappily were not^prd^ 
. vided with the fame means of alleviation ? Would it not oca feafim for 
ielf-congratulation, if they exclufively poflefled the power of making further 
M^ances in civilization, and for felf-applaufe, if they ufed tHat power faith-^ 
fully and diligently ? 

4 

But the Deity, it ftems, who is the common parent of us all, will noE 
fuffer any of his creatures to perifh, while he has amply furnilhed others with 
the means of fafety. This is a very common, and' it is a very erroneous 
method of fiating the queftion. — For, it Ihould not be aflced,. will God be 
kind to you, and unkind to another — but,, will he be more kind to you, th^ 
lie has been to another ?. 



Has not the Deity made a difference Between bruties and. men ? Tet "K©- 
b the wife Creator and Preferver of both. Has he not beftowed upon fnin^ 
the external. materiaU of earthly goodj andj probablvj the internal capa-* 

city 
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city of ufing them, in different degrees ? Yet he is the ju ft Governor of <i7/i 
If then, intending fome of his moral agents for lefs felicity in another life, 
he leave them to rcafon, and at the fame time confer the aids of Revela- 
tion, upon thofe, who are intended for greater felicity, he is ftill the 
righteous judge of all. And (hall our eye be evily becaufc the Eye of ouf 
Maker is good — not^ as in the cafe of the labourers in the vineyard,- te 
others J but to our/elves^ to our friends, to our country, and to our pof- 
terity ? Far be fuch Ihocking prefumption, fuch black ingratitude^ frorA 
thofe, among whom God has fent forth his Son ! ! 

If limitationjj in point of time be no folid obje<5tion to the reftittidc of 
the Divine Government, as we have feeii under the former head, limitation 
in point of flace may be equally confiftent with it. The truth is, that God 
difpcnfes or witTi-holds his gifts, that he deals them out in various mca- 
fures, and afllgns to them various ufes, quite regardlefs of all our churlifh 
difcontent, and all our captious fophifms, and ever intent upon the' exe- 
cution of that plan^ which himjelf has fornred, by the methods, of which 
' hhrjelf approves. 

But, could not the Deity, when Chrift appeared upon earth, have coni* 
; miflioncd other teachers to publifh the fame law? In ipeaking of this 

qucfliop^ 1 will not rigoroufly infift upoii' fome peculiarities, which 
. aj(^ faid to be rivetted to the Pcrfon of Ciiriflf, ' and which^ in the 
^bpmion of many wife and good men, are incom'hiunicible. I will con- 
. fcfs, that God could have appointed other inftruftors, capable of working 
.miracles, and of preaching morality, in diiefj&w^ manner, as he could have 
.' fent Jefus Chrift into Judca long before. But the fojffibility of- fuch a pro- 
. cecdihg, which, after all, is only hypotheficaly by no means eftablifhes tSc 

fro^riety of it. On the contrary, if rfie ftate of mankimi be accurately con- 

[ulered, it is fcarce conceivable that Chriftianity fliould have been fpread 
- with any confiderahle efFedt through the various nations^ which fill up the 

immenle chafm lying between the fummit of refinement, and the extreipc 
. point of favage life. 

Thus, many of the rules that were adapted to the poliihed Roman, would 
have been iifelefs to the rugged Scythian. The fame doftrines, that .-were 
intelligible in one country, would, in another, have been 'totally uniirtcffi- 
, ble. The fame fyftem, which to the Greek was offenfiv^ly fimple, wpuld 
to the Barbarian have been as ofFenfively compJc;c. By fqine men, the 
preaching of the Apoftles would have been hrard, at firft, wrthcold indif- 
ference, and aftetwafds affented^to wiih corifoffed and undigcftcd'fcttii- 

ments 



meats x»f,apptobatien. • By: Qtb^rs^ it would have been eagerly, embraced 
in* the tumultuous phrenzy of admiration, and abandoned, as eagerly upon 
a iudden fally of , caprice. The fa6l is, that fome previous difcipline both 
of the. uucj^ft^^^^'^g ^^^ ^^ ^h^ teqiper, was neceflary to prepare men for 
thje adiiflio'n of the Gofpel i . and /i^^/ difcipline was fcarce to be found, 
in thie uhfcttled plans or living, and the unfocial caft of manners, which 
pijeyailed aljraoft over the whole face of the earth, when Chrift appeared. 
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* I cfo not take upon myfelf to affirm, that no perfons, under the difadvan- 
tages here alluded to, would have been converted. I know that furprifing 
changes, are /(?;;t^//;»^j accomplifhed, by -patient perfeverance, by dex- 
terity of management, and, above all, by fortunate combinations of cir- 
cumftances^ which human wifdom can neither produce nor forefee. 
But the number of converts would have been, in all probability, not con- 
fider^ble, if any inference may be drawn from the flow and interrupted 
progrpfs, which Chriftianity now makes, in very uncivilized nations. V^ e 
find, that the attention of meji is there divided between repelling the im- 
mediate attacks of war, and procuring a fcanty fubfiftence for peace; that 
their minds are not eafily weaned from hereditary and habitual partialities 
to eftabUftxed cuftQpns and traditional opinions ; that their ^"ftupidity is as 
.deplorably as * their Typerftition ; that their ftubbornnefs becomes more un- 
tracbble^ from -tfie ignorance with which it is affociated i aild that their 
adions, unlefs thrown out of their courfe^by the cxcentricrties of rirtipetu- 
ous paflion, roll on with a dull unvaried uhifortiiity approaching to iiiftinxft. 

Hifppily for Chriftianity, thefe inipediments to its propagation in the 
iprefcnt age, ♦are notoriouSy ^nd therefore the doftrines of it arc not 
.^char^4 .with f^ny difgraceful infuffi(iiency. But, if the efficacy of thofe 
.dQ(?trihcs\.had been tried without effeSf upon nations, who, m' earlier 
, times, laboured under inconveiiiencies fimilar to thofe which I have bceii 
y^^rk dcfcribing,. the mifcarriage which is now excufcd, beclufe it can be 
,Mccbunted far^ w.ould have been imputed to fome original defefts in the evi- 
dence, or .fome r.elative impropriety in the precepts of the Gofpel; and 
.they who.objeft to us, that it was not taught in uncivilized fcountries, wotjd 
.'have been the^foremoft to feoff at the attempt, and to triumph in the dif- 
) appointment. .1 flipuld rather {2.^^ that the^rr^.of fuch an attempt wouljd 
•have provoked Oiai:per and more pointed ridicule. Thie acquifition of a 
f^ unenlightened and unpQliJhe4 converts^ would fcarce. have been fufficient to 
. lift up. Chrifl^ianity to the efieem of iuch perfons, as now treat it with contempt. 
They who. eipifiate with' the jnoft indecent' and mpft unjuft ftycrity lipon 
the' ignorance, 'the credulity, arid the fuperftition of the Jews, woibld have 
. iirged the fame defers in its profeflbrs, to the difcredit of the Gofpel, if 
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the reception of it among harharians had been alledged, u an argumeiit» 

in favour either of its credibility, or its excellence. When, therefore, it is 
aflced, why Chriftianity was not preached in /?// places at th^Jamc time, we 
may reply, that God accommodates his religious difpenfations to the Intel- 
le£lual and focial circumftances of his creatures j that thofe circuniftances» 
in their utmoft extent^ are known to him alone : that the charaAer of the 
Cbrijlian muft, in general, be grafted upon the charafter of the man j wA 
that, if a judgment may be formed o( paft ages from tht prejent^ the ^ckj^ 
that was wild^ would, alfo, have frequently, been barren. ' 

But do not fcventecn hundred years leave fufficient room for the univcr- 
ial diffufion of the chriftian law ? To our conceptions, that fpace may ap- 
pear very Jong 5 neverthelefs to him who counts a thoufand years as one day, 
the fame fpace may be confidered as too Jhort for the introduftion oi Jo great 
a change as the objeftion contends for, or, indeed, of any greater than has 
been hitherto effcfted. Between the appearance, and the propagation of the 
Gofpel, fomc time muft have intervened j and if it had been publifhed in. 
any other age, or in any other country, we have no pofitive proof, that the 
reception of ^t. would have been more favourable, or the progrefs of it 
More Wxh.-^Unhifwn impediments, far furpafling thofc with which it has 
ftruggled, and over which it has triumphed, might have iprung up, and the 
caufcs, which we know to have aflifted it, might have been leS efficaciouSj, 
or, i^ight have had no exiftehce* 

The Cubjeft before us may catch a kind of fide-light, from the manner 
In which the Gofpel has been propagated among Chriftians, and which, in 
the utmoB: ftriftnefs of Language, may be called partial. While the 
Apoftles attended upon their Mailer, we fhould fuppofe this the moft pro- 
per feafon for thcfullcft communication of religious knowledge; but the 
Deity, even in giving efFeft to miraculous interpofition's, negleds not the 
nfe of moral caufes. The prejudices of the Apoftles were not totally fub- 
dued, nor their miftakes inftantaneoufly re£lified. Many things which ttiebr 
Mailtcr faid not, becaufc their minds were not able to bear them, were, in 
thi fulnefs of time, conveyed by the fuper-natural efFufions of the J^^irit j 
and even after thofe efFufions had been vouchfafed, their underftandings 
feemed to have been fufceptible of continual improvement, as well from 
the efforts of reafon, as from the aids of grace. Thus the attachment of 
the Jews to ceremojiial obfervances was not torn up violently, and at once^ 
but gradually lopped away. . The whole light of the Gofpel did not bui^ 
out in a moment upon the minds of the Gentiles. Many truths that were^ 
.for a timcj obfcured in the ^oom of Popery", are now brought forth into 
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^pcn cky f and Irom/w?^ crroMj which yet keep their ground in Proteftani; 
countriesj pofterity, we truft, will be happily delivered. As, therefore,.. th«j 
goodnefs of God is not inipeached by the progrefliye comniunication Qf his 
will to thofe perfons by whom his Gofpel is known, his wifdopi may i>e 
vindicated in regard to that entire ignorance gf che Qoipelj iti 
which whole communities of men are now involved. '; 

Let me not be mi/underJiood\ Chriftianity is a word capably of varhUi 
Acceptations. Sometimes it implies the doSrines of Chrift j and in ibis 
fenfe of the expreiHon, Chriftianity can neither be increafed nor diminilhed. 
Sometimes it fignifies all the evidences^ effeHs^ and circumftances^ belonging 
to the whole fcheme of our redemption. But thofe evidences are niore or 
\th ftriking; thofe effe£b are more or lefs rapid; and thofe circum- 
ftances vary, at various times, and in various places. The . capacity of 
man to underltand, and aft up to the doftrines of Chrift, is, we 
know, unavoidably affefted by many collateral caufes, which are in a con-r 
jtinual, though it be fometimes an imperceptible, fluftuation. In confer 
quence of thefe irregularities, which neceflfarily arife from. the prefent con- 
ftitution of the world, the caufe of the Gofpel fometimesf i^r^^^rj to be 
endangered by outward violence, and fometimes, to lang|uifti:^th interna) 
decay. Yet, upon the whole we have reafon to pronounce, that it is on 
the advance; and the time will, at laft, arrive when the knowledge of it 
fhall pervade every country, where it has mt been hitherto taught^, and 
when every countiy, where it has been taught, fhall acquire more juft a44 
more comprehenfive notions concerning the import of its doftrines, the crcr 
dibility of its proofsj the conneftion of its various parts, and the utility of 
its general defiga. 

. For this aufpicious and exteniive improvement in the religious ftate of 
xnan^ every philofophical believer muft acknowledge a vifible, though re- 
mote, preparation of caufes, in the wide diffufion of commerce, in the 
jfuccefsful cultivation of fcience^ in the invention of printing, in the dif^ 
fovery of the weftern worlds and in a variety of other particulars, whicfi 
iio friend to mankind can contemplate without wonder, or- mention with« 
out exultation* 

\ Let us not, then, be alarmed at the mif-placed farcafins, or the tragic 
cal lamentations o|;cthofe, who firft exclaim, that the Gofpfl is imprifoned 
within very narrow boundaries, and then, rudely endeavojur to baniflx it 
from the fpot, which it already occupies. Rather ought we tq refleft upoQ 
ihenumqpous and. complicated difficuitiesj, which.it nu. already encou^ 

X> tcrcd 



ie^ with fuccefs, ilJ&r^ 0>eaalfy . arc we <intercftcd in recolfefting, 
GckI* having accornpamed- the firft Revelation of his will with miraculout 
fiigns^ has entrufted the further propagation of it to human agency. Thii 
iildwd i^ a point) intiimtely c6nnefted with our praAice as well as ouf 
ipecuktioRS, no# caa ity without impropriety, be over-looked in this part 
of our fubjeft — we may *iiot be able to comprehend the amnjtls of God i but 
the enquiry is not altogether fruitlefs, if^i in the courfe oi it, we difcern the 
ilkty of mdnit ;^- 

- /The relatJoft) -in -wftich thfe Gofpel »^ ftands to us as moral agents',' is 
Jfllffercnt, - according to -the taknts with which we are refpeftively endow^; 
ittd tbe-Ikuations \k which we are -refpef^irely placed. To fome rry»,, it 
forms a part of their tryal, whether they will believe or rejcft Chriftianitf— 
to others, whether- they will obilruft or «promote the reception of* it. 
When, therefote, <he limited diffiifion of the Gctfpel is urged, as a- proof 
a^k>ft-its-diFvwe authority, we IhouW not forget, that the charge is uraallf 
aflledged- by- thofe, whb have .the letift right to alledge^ it— ijy'thiofe, whd 
Ttiuki^y ^r/j^nW obftacles, for the fake of bringing an odinm u^h. fueh 
ttS ate «Mv;V#?>/#— by thofe, who indk/irioufy create the very impetfciS:ion> 
iigainft whkfh^lhc^ datrnfrouffy inveigh. 

• r ■ ; • •''■*; t 
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In all ^^feligions enquiries, I wifli to fee- zeal temperetl^by''ilift.retTon ; aiid 
4EIS I forttfjtidies lament tfeat' the belief of Hie Gofpel is n6t,r6dtcti in the lore 
eP -virtue, I do not dways fufpcft the difbelief of it, ud orig?ilate-in-a pre*^ 
dikitiOB for vice* But upon queftionsof ibch moment, we-can;i6t b^'tod 
Ittuch upcm our guard againft endangering the ptoceand innocence' of othef 
men, by the keenefs of raillery, by the (ubtlety of fophiftry,-^and-theirn'* 
pofing force of exaggerated defcription. Whatever fentim.ents, tljerefore. 
It may 'be the lot-of (brrte men to enlcertalii d^nc^nihg^ the kuihtorit^ 
tUftraordimry ^ngwiw/ afcribed; to Chriftiamtyj- riiey cartnot, I thmk, ^ha^ 
any doubts as to the utility of ifst?r/?;;/rtry dffeSls. Even in the 'fcw^point 
0<^'vi€w> it forms an evident and t <^;r/?tf^^i>A? pak'idf that moraj govern^ 
Ittcnt, which<;wf h^'«ftftblilhjed"intHe fyfteiW^t^'^hit^hwe bdong.;* lij^dm^ 
f»/^ifcouiiageus^ ia the -pi-aJVkre-of owri^moft 'aH-dti'ousf* dtSfiesVit; earti^ 
impede us in the purfuit of our nobleft interefts; and, theriiforerever^ 
indignity wantonly offered to it, calls aloud for punilhrnent from that Beings 
th whoni, the injured rights qf morality, hy whatever dpcdulative princi- 
ples it may ^bet^Jt^rnbteii, willojnqueffionably fihda'Wibirjoft 'arid terribfi 
»vchger, But/^if Kht Hr\tL\m%i of ChfiAi^^hf ')^y ^ h 

Hgt^ vrJlori a fropbniis hare been'voutWafe^' ifad j*^^^ "bee* 

worked) xo-amheAticate m^ tk^ /tm&^^ \i^^ ^^thOiiicibge^^f iCitXi'^k-dif^ 
I.' *^i Jation 



Jhftbrt cahi Wdly be /^ extcnfive, and tficufe-or negleft of every opjj6rtui 
flitj^, that? «■ given tiisi of making it w^f"^ cxtcnflve,' remains^ no longer^ % 
matter of indifference. 

T^.; , .-. ■:.. •.;♦.-■ 

'- In 6prt)ofition to thisaffertion, a queftion ha* been alked, to MrKklt^ 
tiiough-^it breathe the' fpirit of cavil rather than argument, 1 will not refuf^ 
^'ferious anfwer. Has man a right, even where he has- the ability^ to dif* 
flife'thc knowledge of the Divine Will among thofe people, whofe ignorancd 
of it feems to proceed from Divine apjpointnicnt ? Undoubtedly he is poffeflcd 
of fuch a rights he is accountable for the exercife of it ; he derives his 
iwn acquaintance with Chriftianity from the exercife o^ the fame right iij 
itber men ; and he muft know, that as preternatural means are no longer 
employed, this is the onfy method by which the Gofpel can be propagated: 
Where any evil whatever exiffs, you Jiave a proof that God did not intend 
altogether to prevent that evil. Where you have the-power of alleviating ir^ 
you have an equal proof that God does intend it to be atleviated. The 
knowledge of the Divine intention, i*-infeparabie from the knowledge of 
the human means, by which it may be executed. The confcioufneu of 
your power, is attended with a proportionate obligation to CK^r^ it* 

To entangle virtue in unnecefTary fcruples is alwajrs dangerous ; and 
there is reafon to fijfped, that n]any who indulge thofe fcruples, are pro- 
"Viding art excufe for their own lazinefs, in the anticipation of imaghia^dif- 
appointment. But the line of duty is ftrait and plain ; and from this lini) 
he will ever be wandering, who abjlains from immediate and prafticablc? 
goody kfft evil (hould indireilfy come. We do not counteract the defigns of 
Providence by the communication, either of temporal or of fpiriiual blef- 
fingS:5 and moft" meritorious in the fight of God will be the labours of 
that Chfiftran, who fpreads wide the influence of the Golpel, at once, vin- 
dicated by his arguments, and adorned by his example. 

We are now arrived at the laft objeftion, which I propofed to confide** 
•— jiamely, the imperfeft eflicacy of the Gofpel. And here, my brethren, 
while, in well-meant, and wcll-dircfted zeal for the honour of our Reli- 
gion, we endeavour to defend it from the attacks of its adverfaries, wtf 
cannot but lament thofe faults among its friends, which give occafion for 
fuch defence. 

• The.capfij',- and, in refpeft to God, the jif/if cation of theft faults, are tdf 
fee found m the freedom of man— ^— in that freedom, te'iV/t^^/ which Chrifr 
tranity Were ufelcfs/ and with i&hicb, it% ufei, frotti the unalterable, bxxi 
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ineiH>l]cabk co!iftit\idon of thiogr^ may^ be impaifedw TheGoipel is a<U 
drened to brings; who majr overlook the truths it contains^ from iniatten^ * 
tion \ who may mifunderftand them, under the influence of prepoflefliba 5^ 
who may corrupt its doftrines, through the bias of fecular interefts, ana 
violate its commands, in the blind fury of paffion. - But ^the rfame. Gofpel 
foretels thcfe evils — it condemns them, and is calculated to alleyiaic theory 
Preventedy indeed, they cannot be, 'till the free agency of man he taJcpa 
away, and tben^ the wheat would be plucked up with the tares^ and every! 
hope of the rifing harveft entirely deftroyed. V ^ 

To the right ufe of God's favours, be they of the natural or of tRc rc^ 
ligious kind, fame voluntary efforts, fome mental qualifications, afcj 
requifite, on the part of thofe to whom they are offered — the Sun will ihinej^ 
and the rains will dcfcend, with little advantage, to the fluggilh and thc^ 
obftinatc hufbandman. Chriftianity, in the fame manner, though it be 
fortified by the mqft pertinent evidences, and inculcate the moft impprtanc 
duties, though its menaces be awful and its promifes alluring, may noi; 
^Iways be efficacious enough to reclaim the licentious or to convince the 
prejudiced; ^ (Upon thefe occafions, we fee plainly that fome degree ot 
blame is defcrved by man, and we do not fee any juft caufe for extending^ 
tb^t blam» to his Godi 

^i-rtusT, however, for the fake of hypothefis, allow the practice of Chrif-. 
fian Virtue to be confident with the abfence of human freedom. Every, 
operation of the underftanding, and every deliberation of the will muib 
then be dire<5ted by a fupernatural, that is, a miraculous, power -, and 
as every ■ day, and every hour, call forth the exercife loth of the 
underftanding, and of the will, every day and every hour would require 
a divine inierpojition. Who, then, are the perfons, whofe wifhcs of ideal 
perTcftion can only be realized by a perpetual feries of miracles ? They arc^ 
to be found in that clafs of men who objeft to the Gofpel, that it was uflx- 
cr^d into the Vorld by the miracles of Chrift and his Apoftlesv 

If the infiperfeft efficacy of the Gofpel be not infifted upon as a reafon foe 
rejeding it, our adverfaries ought to declare explicitly that they mean, not ta 
fubvert Chrjflianity, but to reform Chriftians. If it be infifted upon for that 
fatal purpofe, I would combat this argument upon the analogical prinpipks^. 
that were before applied to another queftion. The premifes admit, that Chrii^ 
tianity has* been ufeful in /i?»»f degree — the conclufion affirms, that it ou^C 
to be rejefted, becaufe it is not in the bigbeft degree ufeful. Civilizatiota* 
has not reached its ucmoft perfeftion^ and^ therefore^ we ought to retura^ 
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teaftatevf bAf-baarUin. The laws of ft Solon or a LycUrgAs han^e 
|M%picv!enfied4^JOr«0uVu^A^icSj md therefore ought to be (tripped of that 
ii y^ip ^.iy wi^cll.f^c^'^^^ prevented matrf. A medicine, through fome 
in)]|diGiQ^s^pro|Cj|4ui^ >a the ap|4i€ation, fome obftinate fymptom in the, 
44fqrJMy tM iomqperycrife oppofition in the patient, ha&.not been com- 
pletely eficacMus>n\ijf/ci^^ Tbfire/ore it ought not to be applied in any 
caie^^hatfoever.-r — ^He that can leap from fuch premifes to fuch conclu- 
iionsi^j Jus no ^sht to complain of credulity in his opponents. Let it not. 
be fmid> that tf efe inftan'ces are drawn from die works of man, whereas. 
Chrifiianity is reprefezrtedas the more imfnaiiale yrork of God. Though it. 
be the iHrork of God, 1/ relates to man; it fuppofcs him to be inverted with 
powersjr^hich he may ufe or abufc; it is' dcfigned to improve Iiis nature 
graduaUy, but not to change it elTentially. 

The edge of the objection we are now examining, may be yet more 
blunte^^ if we look back upon the pofitivc efficacy of the Gofpei. Chrif- 
tianity, ^then, has foftened the horrors of war, not only by preventing its 
profeuoK from putting their conquered enemies to death, but by infpiring 
them with feiitimcnts of humanity towards the defenceless captive. In 
many, would to^ God I could fay, in ^?// parts of the Chriftian world, it has. 
wreAed from the hand of the opprelTor that power, which, in almoll every 
part of tKe Gcntilp world, the matter had ufurped over the life of his flave. 
;^^jEIas taught mankind to (brink from the wanton effufion of human 
blood, which difgraced the gladiatorifal fhcws of a brave, andean en-> 
lightened people. It has baniflied the execrable barbarities of human fa- 
cririces, and, rightly underttood, it is now beginning to corred in its 
profeflbrs, what, when mijunderjloody it was fuppofcd to cherifh — the fan- 
guinary rage of perfecution. It lias fwcetencd the comforts of domcfHc 
life, curbed the licentioufnefs of polygamy and divorce, and mitigated tiie 
rigors of that uofocial and unnatural fervitude, to which, among the polire 
Citizens of Athens, as well ns the rude Forcfters of Germany,, the fierct: 
and haughty defpotifm of the ftronger fcx had condemned the weaker. Jt 
has extirpated the hideoiis cuAom of cxpofing children, which the molt 
celebratcd^ft^tes of antiquity openly permitted, and their ableft writers have 
exprefsly recommended. In fome meafure, it has checked that fallc patri- 
otifm, which tramples upon the molbfacrcd lights of mankind, and which 
juftitics every artifice however perfidious, every outrage however unpro- 
voked, under the fpccious pretences of jicitional profperity and notionriV 
glory. It has called up a fpirit of indignation againll: thjfe brutal indul- 
gej;i.ces which nature fliudders cypn to n^une, but which were practifed by 
die moft civilized nations, \Vithout apang, and without a bluih. 

Much, 



- M\j{^» Ikr ^^^iMKrft^ has been faid, tn the un<3il(lii^]!h1h^- ^g^fheT' of 
panegyriCi concel-mng the'urbam^ and tx>lit6ii<ef» -^ Greece and RonrM^I 
The untempei-cd acrimohy-of dieir fatyriffe^ theTci^ thd# 

Orators, and the groft ihdfelk^afcy of their comic #i4eeft'» 'pl^My to an irtt<^ 
partial mind, no v^ amiable filfti** 6f thWt lAaMis^a/ : Hiiii' -indeed, -thi* 
Wotild accept the advantage;* of all their boiafted ek||irice. In exchange fof 
the endearmciits and the cnribeHiOifnenta of moderiv fife, rriay be chilled 
almoft'with the depftfred tafte of theHottentoti' who, upon- ftis return t0 
his native land, fhook oflF the Ewt>pean dre.fs, naufeated European ' foodj 
and wallowed in all the filthy and abominable exeeflHbf &ia countrymen. 

There are, I knowj fomc perfons, who would d^rilre the improvementt 
of thefe later ages, from our civilization and our laws^. But by iSf^bom ard 
thefc laws ena(5lcd ? By Chriftians. Among whom is that civilization cfta- 
blifhed? Among Chriftians. Fronri what fource procfefed>ither the equita^ 
blc and humane fpirit of thofe laws, or the degandi^i imdxonfiforts-or that 
civilization ? They proceed from tht Jilenty but r^^/, efficacy of the Gofpef 
itfelf, which corrcfts every felfifh affedlion, purifies every fenfual appetite^ 
and reftrains* <?v^ery ferocious paflion. Unqueftionably, if the jgreat refine- 
ments oiP'the anfients bejuftly afcribed toreqfon alone, the* greater refine- 
ments of the moderns may, with equal juftice, be afcribed to- Relipon, as a 
fowerfdi znd a conftant, though it be not the anlj caufe* ' \ ' 



« s 



• Many Errors are yet maintained By believers: they are, however, lefj 
ofFenfive to good fenfe, and lefs injurious to good morals, than the mon- 
ftrous tenets of thofe ancient Religions, by which their Deities were re- 
prefented in the moft degrading employments, and Worfhip, was prefcribAl 
to the vileft' of reptiles, and the moft abandoned of men. Many indefeiir 
fible cercmohies are ycD retaiiied in a chuith that affiles itfelf -Chriftiani 
But it were unjuftto place the fantaftic mummeries oif Popery upon a level 
with that mafs 6f Roman fuperftitibn, from which many of them werd 
borrowed — with - the puerile! tfxtravagances of /Egyptian and Zabiaii 
idoiatry-7-with fhe lewd etocffes that were praftifed, openly in honour^rf^ 



Venus at Babylon*, and fecretly in theniyfteriesof Cotytto at4fawffer tSvX^/'A 

Among the rational, and, I am happy to add, not an inconfiderablef^ 
part of believers, the effentials of Religion are no lofiger confoiifided with. 
points of fubordinate moment or temporary obligation : lines of diftinftiorf 
are drawn between fa^itious and real difficulties;, and- mankind are*dailj|l 
learning to jreft their hopes of falvation, not; upOR^iSnftilious awdimeiMt 



^^ 
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t6 exterior forms, tut npon aftc'ady adherence to genuinl* morality. To 
• " - . .. .^ .... .«. ^^. ... • , .^^ j.j^^. 

ranks 
^ ^ new 

dighfty and ntv ttabrKty.'to the caufe 'd^Jtrtith, a* it foftcrs the- freedom of 
chtj^girjr, as it tempc?^ the :ecal which darkens knowledge, and ftimuLites^ 
the itfciuftry wliich acquires it, arid, above all, a* it enkrgas the- fphere of 
Chriftian charity, that celeftial virtue,.- which, in religious concerns, where 
it clahns'-the pre-cmintncij'ha?s 'been too' long crampt and deprcficd, and 
*of whirfu evtty f6litviry jnftancfe, \h times lefs enliglitened, wa* lamented 

a^ a weakneiGs, or cohdenihed a$ a eftmcw 

*■ ...... ... 

To this favourablcreprefentation of Qur prefent (late, *thc irreHgioii nr.d 
luxury of the age will.bp oppof<;d. In rdpedl to the tirll charge, the |-oi- 
fon or .infidelity has, I fear, Iprcad too far. " But theprdgrefs of it has, in 
feme degpce, fc6erf ftoppcd; ahU fhe virtilencc of it aAws^ird by the labours' 
of thofe men, who have^rfended with ability, the cvidencts of that Reve- 
lation, the doftrincs of which, they have examined with impartiality. In- 
jdecd it well defcrvcs our notict that the fundamental princij^es of natural 
Religion have feecn more accurately inveftigated, and ifiore corififtefttly 
eN:plained "in irhbft cpuntries- where the facred authority of reveided Re- 
ligion has bdeh'longer ^aMiibcid^ and oftencr 'attacked. 

But our defence 15 not.to .be..refted, ortfyf even upon this honourable 
grounds for if the Temote caufes of oin-. infidelity be deeply explored, we 
fntdl.iiSv^ lefs rpom p6 tkkt'thc AfafiTi,. either in regard to the lafety, or 
tfrCMtVtditof -our Rjrf^ caufes are to be found in tlie peculiar 

tendency of our ihriJics J and Ithe- unwearied aftivity with which they ar<:^ 
^urfued : in the profound refearches which men are making into the works 
of Nature, and^in the cltar and correft habits of thinking whidi they have 
transferred from philofophy, where thofe habits were firft acquired, to other 
iubjecls. ■ 'Hence the Truths of Revelation have been examined with un~ 
j5fe:ftdentcd, and ihj fomc refpefts, perhaps, an unwarrantable feverity ; 
and' hence', they have been exhibited by the contending parties, in fuch 
j5oints of view, as were unknown to paft generations. It has often been 
obfcrvcd, that the alacrity of infidels is eventually ferviceablc to the Gof- 
pel, by keeping alive the vigilance of .Chriftians. There is equal rcafon 
tt> imagine that the fuccefs of Chriftians has Iharpcned the cagernefs of 
infidels, and that the vigorcxus and'flcilful preparations of our enemies are to 
be, in pare, imputed to their apprchenfions of our increafing ftrengtiu 

Inveftigation, 
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Inveftigation, whether of the critical or philoTophical kind, when it has 
been unexpedledly fuccefsfuly always awakens afpirit of refinance, among the 
indolent, who are unwilling to be difturbed in the repofe of opinion long 
ago adopted : among the envious, who are zealous to crufli the growing 
popularity of difcoveries, which thcmfelves have not made ; and among 
the vain, who, in order to difplay their own (agacity, oppofc new errors to 
new truths.^ The fame motives operate witn peculiar inienfenefsy,^ yahtxi 
any uncpmmon improvement has been made in religious knowledge. ' It isj 
therefpre, no. mean fubjed of confolatiqn, and even of triumph, * to the 
Friends of thj^ Gofpel, that the new aijts of oppdfition employed againft it 
by its adverfaries, were provoked by^the new modes of defence which its 
advocates had recently found out, and that the Jeeming danger of Revelation 
is, in reality, both ^iftgn and a con/equence of its fafety.- 

The reafons here afllgned for the prevalence of incredulity in an age» 
when there is the fureft foundation for a rational faith, will, probably, 
bring back to your recolledtion the remarks I made, in the opening of this 
difcoui:fe, concerning the fimilarity which pervades the whole of the 
Divine Govcjrnment, as it is adminiftcrcd in the affairs of this world. la 
the religious, ^a's.w^ll ^ j^ the natural and moral parts of that government, 
<^.ery .eyjl is .fpqfetly or openly accompanied by fome good, which indireSfy 
i\mn^;^ horn that Jpfcific evii, and is particularly q^udified to mitigate it. 
In like manner, every accefTion of good leads to the production of evil, 
iwid of evil,* too; which in its nialignity bears fome proj^ortion to the degree 
of that very godd, by which that very malignity itlelf is, in Ibme meagre, 
oorrefted. Thus by the wonderful and finiultancous operations of oppo^tif 
caufea, the r^tf/ harmony of this fyftem,*.is preferved, and the real d^iga^ 
of its omnifcitfnt Author are carried into compleat executioa. 

In 

• I here fpcik concerning the harmony of •ur cwn fyflem ; but I preAime not to determine con- 
cerning the narmooy of the univerft* though foch determinations have been often inMeby learn- 
ed Philofophefi, andbypioui Divines. Of other fyftcms we have no knowledge, dirctl or ^otm 
i'ndiref^ : for in the application of analoffy from what is known, to the unknown, it is .necel|«nr: 
that fome common jpiMertv flioaldbelOflK to Ihem, , as a ^^NimikifM for thkt analogy. But utel* 
ligcncc, capable as it ts of in finiu modifications, and infinita ufes. is, perhaps, «ir7«r* a ttrt» 
pcrty in the prefent quefiion . We can forte no probable conjednrea concerning the ends for wbieh 




poflefs, or, they may think without the Mdof aigr fenfes, whereas our mtcneaoai operanonson* 
ginate in fenfiifion as tb^ir fcnroe^ and feem to be always dependent npOn corporeal oiUM tbouffk 
the degtte of that dependence .<annot.be caknlaied« nor the nfanner of u f «Pl«««*^Mre Have, 
iherefofe, no right to extend to them any conclufions concemioa the ewl of impematon^ be- 
caufe fuch concluftons are founded upon fafls, which concern sarr^' only, -«nd wiiich may witli 
Is much propriety be fuppofed>#€i«**r^. ««r fyiem. as rsme* n^sU. We are gaihy of •o.abfor- 
dity. in ftying, that the virtue and the Jiapplnefs of other beings may differ hi W. as well as^m 
mH^4, bomtho virtue and Kappintfs of «un. We percdfo ao coatnuhaion. in ^VP^^V^ 



' In regard to' tlie fecoriA charge of Luxury, I* acknowledge thait in the 
praAice, as well as in the doftrines of Chriftianitf, while fome parts .are 
•going forward, others arc at a ftand j .and thofe, too^ of • a kind, which it 
:were for . the hotfour of Religion and the intereft of focicty to keep pace 
with the reft. I muft, JiowcviJr, obfcrve that the-Qofpcl iias indircAl^ 
lightened the mifchiefs which it could not dire^Wy obviate j and I would 
l)dlAly contend chat our excrefles are of a lefs alarming nature, than the 
gaudy and. effeminate volupfuoufnefs of Perfia, or the fouler and mbf J 
deteilable debaucheries of Rome. It fhould not be forgotten diat otif 
Virtues, (for even Virtue will grow up in the foil where Luxury, is nibft 
apt^to thrire,) far exceed thdfe of antiquity in the- purity of 'their* motives, 
and theconftancy of their operatibn. The reftraints that are put uptfn' the 
natural ficrccnefs of our tempers, the decencies obfcrved in the daily iri-l 
tercourfe of life, the mitigation of national antipathies aad . controvicf Gal 
acrioiony, the generous and- a&ive fpirit which animates . out charitable 
inftitutions, are illuftrious proofs of the improvements' A?hich' 1 -afcribe" id 
my contemporaries. • • ....*.-_. *»-x 

For'thtir imperfedions,' indeed, I mean Hot to ftand'fortK as an apolp« 
gift, confcious as I am, that their conduft falls very ihdh' of ^(( ftandard 
which Chriftianity has fixed. But I am not alhapned tx> appear is' an^adVOi^ 
catc for their real Virtues. I am happy to trace i9p thfofc virrue'i, rhrougTi 




iRmid<l the wonderfnl variety 6f Cod's works, there niAy be u trtfn of caufvs and effeQs ooite ani 
kao^n tQ.vUt by which Virtue exilh entirely unmixed with vice, and hiippioefs .with miiery^ 
T-he Scriptares will furnffli us, with hiftaaces, by the aid of vi4iich.botb of tbele.fuppofitioDi m^y. 
he i7As^/-tf/#^,. rhoaeh I be'not4in(ftv«d to ffiy^ dmtmftrated. In the life of^Chtitf vi^fee Vmue' 




it be foflaetimes choakecTby.Vice, fomeumes grows up with it. ^ice, though itlie^ in getierS,' 
corrcded or prevented byVlrtQe, foquently accompanies ic> ai^ in fome cafes* cvta jhri»iA 
yrom itf, as its pciafittt iadeed, rather than- its ra«/i— th|s difti'nclion fliould. cvtr^ be kept 
jn. vi^Wf.becaura it ts.-thf property of real Good to extend ^d'prrpetnate itfdf» aYid that ten* 



Tible ; and tber^ are cafe? iiu the moral as ,well aa the nanijfa^ world, where we may fay with the 

'Schoolmen » that the corfu^iop of th* greaieft Qood leads* to the 'grtMeft Evil. Yet, Virtue amonff 

the oumeronsy and, iozne.of theln» inmperable«'iiiipedimentv,^w4iich fiirtionYid.h, 'yh retains ita 

-namet its nature, ;aod its'ufe^ It cbunfs fuch fuperiority oy^ivyice; auuou^t to del^^ne ns- ia 




fr^yty.ilQdjyrideof man 
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Cuftom ^nd cdncatioHitO their frimary /^m^4 i«i tht Cofj^l i and I tm Tol- 
)iqitQU$ to ihclter the repytation of thpfe who pra^fe th^na, from the bitter 
jWid inconliitciit reproaches of opr adverfari^s^ who fyviX condemn us b^r* 
Cduie wc are not fauUlefSy and would then enfn^e x^ i^eo a dhbtlief of the 
ycry Rdigion^ which prevents us frpREi being prqfligatf. 

t ■ i ■ . 

It. is commop to overlook tHe vices of pur forefathers^ towards ^ich 
pur abhorrence is natqr^ly foftened» whfn they ceafc to excite our Fears. 
It U eqfially como^on for us to adpfiire thqf^ vurtyesj which no longer an-^ 
AOy lis by tht jteamfi/s and ex^jefs of their fplendojur^ and which, like ma- 
terial abje6ls viewed in ajdifi^nt ;horizQn> are enlarged h^ond their pro- 
par magnitude. But furely, he th^t does not wifh to make mankind ietter, 
can have no right to complain tb^t ;hey are bad ; and he that does entertain 
thist benevolent wi£h, will be happy to find that his purpofes are/ in fome 
pfieafure, anticipated^ that the foundation^ of virtue are already laid, and 
fbatj. for himfelf is refervcd f^e c^^Pf^ ' but not diihonourablc talk of 
raiCng the fuper-ftrufture. 

Upon the whole, then, if Chrifti^nity, pp0n a fair and compfthcnfive 
enquiry ivU) its effj^&s, be found to have done m^cb towards the imprdve- 
mentof tl\c world, lef uS; chearfuUy pay it that tribute of reipeft, in con- 
jequQAce of. which it will becfjaj^led to doi^(?re% Jf it. appear to have done,, 
^ha^ip ciur cflimation, 'IS too littlcy Jet us fcarch for the caufcs of every 
ddfcCtl where alone they are to be difcovcred, not in the evidences or in 
the precepts of the ReUgion itfelf, but, in the infirmities of thofc, wlio 
defend, without underftanding, or who profefs, without praftifing i]C. At 
all events, let us not by infylting its authority, and by depreciating its ex« 
^ellepce, endeavour to- reduce it to a t^tal incapacity of doing avy good -, for 
the bBlk of mahkind will ntycx obey the law, which they are taught to de<» 
i^ife, Jlrid we know from the melancholy experience of men, whofe attain- 
inent3 and whofe native vigour of mind fef them far above vulgar preju- 
dice, that, when the reverence for Religion is ofice hfi^ the love of virtue 
is feidom retained. 

4 
I 

There is (v dark fide belonging to all the concerns of unan. Let us turn 
from it to the contemplation of thofe brighter fcenes, which unfold them* 
felves to every unprejudiced and well-informed Chriftian. Though God 
had for many ages delayed the appearance of hi^ Son^ he, in the fulnefs of 
time, fent hini forth. T^O^gh mM^yohftaQjcji have, in .our apprehenfion 
of tHing^j in^peded theicouffiD of Reveiatioo> it h^s ipread itlelf over no 
inconAderable part pf i^ yiqn]Ak Though a variety «f caufe« have 

■ obfcured 
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^bfcured its luftre, and counterafted its influence, the cffefts of it 
have been fufiiciently extenfive and fufficiently beneficial, to interclt 
our attention, to excite our gratitude, and to warrant our faith* 
The tide of human affairs, which, before and after the publication of the 
Goipel, has been fecretly controuled by the Providence of God, and in- 
variably direfted to the known or unknown purpofes which he had in view, 
is, in thefe later ages, apparently turning in favour of Chriftianity. Mu- 
tually aflifting, and aflifled by, other caufes, by the cultivation of polite 
learning, and of the more profound fciences ; by experiments in natural phi- 
lofophy, and by refearches in moral ; by the fteady exercife and humane 
temper of laws J by the liberal and enlarged principles of civil government, 
the Gofpcl is making new progrefs. The expeftations of every worthy 
man may, therefore, be innocently employed upon the profpeft of fome happy 
period, when the belief of our holy Religion fhall be univcrfal, and it9 
efficacy fhall be compleat. His efforts, at leafl, may be laudably exerted 
• in accelerating that momentous event, by which the cavils of unbelievers 
will be cfFeftually put to filence, and by which the knowledge and the love 
of God will be deeply fixed in the hearts of all Chriftiansj through all agesj 
zad in all nations^ 



End op Sbrmon I^ 
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HEBREWS xiiL 16. 



TO-DO COOO AND TO COM«Ur:^lCATS^FOI<.GCT NOT, FOR WITH SUCH SACRIFlCCS' 
* ' cop' IS "well PLEASED. , 

THE:exccllence of religion is nevermore illuftrions, than' when it in- 
. . culcates fnch Virtues,, as are approved, not only by the elaborate 
operations of the underftanding, but the fineft llinfibilitics of the heart. In 
irefpcft to fonte of thofe fablime, bur abftrufe doftrines,. which Chriftianity 
propofts. to onr faith, they overwhelm the mind with, awe, ratlier than warm- 
it "with afft&ion ; and their effeSs even upon the bcft of men,, after begin- 
ning in' tumultuous admiration, terminate in languid affent.. Of many 
arduous dtfties that are pr.efcribed to us, we endeavour to explain away the 
fteittirtg' Vigour ; and though yrt be compelled to acknowledge the neceflity 
iof performing them, our prejudices and our paflfioits throw a cloud over 
their immediate ufe. But when we are commanded to do good and to 
communicate, the fitneft of the 'command is inftantaneoufly perceived,, the 
bfeittity of Jt is univcrfally felt, and deficient as may be the conduifqi fom^e: 
^on^' Vii^ iix J^(0ildtm^ at leaft, the utmoft harmony, ufually fubfirts 

' ' I • ' • - ■ . • hpfwppr 
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between the generous mssif who is anxious to recommend what he praftifq^ 
and the felfiih man> who is afhamed to cmdemn even what lie flegte^ts. ' 

' ■ '^ - ', . 

The Epiftle, from which my text is taken, abounds with allufions to 
jcwifh ceremonies. Hence the exercilc of Charity is called a facrifice ac- 
ceptable to God, with the fame propriety, as, in a former verfe, we are 
direfted to offer up the facrifice of praife. No ^tcrms can, indeedy- more 
ftrpngly paint either the value ^f charity m the fjght of God, or th'c'* advan- 
tages it produces to mankind s for, as the facrifices in the temple made 
attonement for the fins of the people under the Mofaic difpenfation, fo, 
among thofe who profefs to be guided, by the light of ChrifliAfiityj the 
habit of<ioifig good wiB beiufficitfrtt tt) eover a ntithitutit df frnl:' ' lltve* 
lation, doubtlefs, when the principles of it are examined withabt prejudice, 
and interpreted without enthiJifiafnfs' will alT^ys 'he fb^in^ to fct morality 
far above ritual obfervances. Thus you have the decifive evidence of the 
Prophcc, ^' that to obey is better than the fat of rams i" and from an autho- 
rity yet more refpeftable, we may learn, that " God will have mercy^ not 
facrifice^'-^-mercy, which involves iii it jAedfRince 6f Viftidrev' 'liotfa;erifk:Ci 
which is only an arbitrary and exterior fign — mercy, where the intention 
of doine,^od is ripened into aftion, not facrifice, where the aft of doing 
good nmy never be performed, nor the intention of performing it, 
fincercly felt. . - .iii.: - "V ''. A (J /* i 

i4Sharity jufHy claims a diflihguiihed raifK iti the catalogue tff Ibciir ex* 
cellencies \ and it well def^rVes otir rt6tlcfc, "cKat in languages both ancient 
and modern, as in writers -both facccd and propl^aj^e,tl^e exprellionay whkk 
in' their fimple ftate and generic Ifighlficatton^ cbrnpr.e%n^ the w fyftl[n 
of mord reaitude, are, in ^their' cornpi)\ipded: ftate>. an^f tpcctfic. iignifica- 
tion; emphatically applied to wort $ of oenefic^^io^'^r-^ 
•-—to db g6od.' What the X^aw'of N'^ture r<;qylre^,r''and tVe.,L^ l^a* 

ture difcovcre^ in the heathen worlds Revelation lias defcribed widi grdatel' 



exaftnefs, and'^fojr'c^d with greater earnef&ie|s. • ttentjf j^/,ih tEe ChrijftiaqL 
fcheme bf Ethics,^ C)[\arity is delineated, flOMsari extexnal an^^iury ij^ 



but as a vital and 4h;^aFd, principle 6f 4(ftioa!i/and the 'i;cwards,,anne^^^ 
it, ar,e to be attained, n^t by apy deuched aili^ocfciajSfoqai etfort^ o^ 
will, t)ut by a fixed and hafbitual ' dil)p9irti9Ji . of l^e fouK It chajlengefi^ 
rtiOMbver, dur attention, not only as it engages the appwybation oif ^(^^ 
but as it enables us, to qo-operatCi as it rwere>.jv^th(ljiai,;n ^tKi^ gov^r^iji^^n^ 
of the uhiverfe. ,. By the diftharge qf lfisrdji^y,.,yrc 'Ipef^ perfofiti ,wca 
as our Father in Heaven is perfeft^ 'We at bhcfe afiE up Sro our prdfeflibri 
as Chriftians^ and to our nature as men. Wc make fome approaches to 

that 
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that attribute of goodnefS) which we arc moft fbnd of cbnte^iplaring amidfl: 
the glorious perfedtionc^ of our Maker^ in the exiftence of which, wc arc 
mod ne%rly interaftcd in the ordinary courfe qf his proyidence, and by^ the 
difplay of which, he has more efpecially diftinguifhed himfelf in the ex- 
iraordinfary Revdationft ofhis Will. . / 

Befqr^ the venerable and learned audience, ^ whom I have now th^ 
honour io addrefs. It were unneceflary for me to.^ntet^Xipon a format de^' 
fence of'thofo Divine appointments, fr^m which refutt* the occafions of 
doing goo4j and the obligations to doit.' That natural evil is pr^dti(%iv^ 
of mopal'l^od'-- that th& internal abd ^external inequalities o^ mankind 
are neceffaryfct6 the exiftcnce of every fecial relation, and the excrcife of 
every focialiSMFtu^— that they coiifte^t the higheft, and the loweft ranks qi 
the community, furnifh correfpondent objcAs to our- better affeftions-, and 
open a wide field for the exertions of our nobler faculties — that all fceming 
dtfcord in ihe pKyflcal and civil condition of the world, leads to harmony im- 
perfe<3:ly underftood, yet really preftrved~arc truths, upon which the dic- 
tates of phiiofophy happily fall in with the do6brines of Reli^iijn. Inftead 
therefore, of tracing tn»ugh the labyrinths of ufelefs and WdW6 fpecu- 
lation, the reafons for whkrh evil is permitted, you will be tftore bewnifrgly 
employed in conHdering'the means which God lias fupplied, in tfrder to 
check its deVaftations, artd to correft its' Wftlignity. Do you befedld a 
fellow-creature in difcrefs ? God^hasnot authorized, nor perhaps, enabfed 
you, to explore all the caufes of that diftrefs. But, in giving you the power 
of relieving it, he informs you, in the moft decifive language, of his in- 
tention that relief fhould be beftowcd. Are the minds of che poor bewil-t" 
dercd in error and darkened by ignorance ? It is your duty to refcue them 
from the d^gers, to which ignorance and error are expofed. By perform- 
ing thefe kind offices you will fupport the real dignity of your moral 
charafter ; you will fulfil the gracious defigns of your moral governor \ 
you will vindicate the feeming feverity of hi| difpenfations, from the com- 
plaints of the unfortunate, and the cavils of the impious. By neglecting 
thofe offices, you c^fe all the Imifchiefi created or perpetuated by your ne- 
^eA, to^ be charged Upon t^e attributes of your Maker ; and, in the iflue, 
you become reiponflWe for the mifcries whith your fellow-creatures fuffer^ 
and you have not alleviated — for the crimes which tlicy perpetrate^ and 

^ich youj by not preventing them, have virtuatfy encotiraged. 

■'■"•■ ■ . ' -• . . ■ 
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The forgoing obfervations are applicable to the general duty of Charity. 
But the defign of this difcourfe is to juftify and to enforce fuch particular 
inflances of that duty, as the prefent occafion more immediately requires. 

To fpcak the harlli language of controverfy is always irkfome to a candid 
mind. Tome it is particularly unpleafmgto affiime that language, upon a 
fu'bject, where it were devoutly to be wiflied, that all men were iaipreffcd 
with the fame conviction, and actuated by the fame fpirit. But, as objec- 
tions to the utility of your charitable defign have been produced by thofc, 
who wifli to obftruA it, they Ihould be anfwered by thofe, who v/ifli to 
promote it. The claims of truth may always be oppofed with propriety to 
the ufurpations of error; and sa rafhncfs or malevolence rq^y have fug- 
geftcd the accufation, let it not be thought an unimportant office of Cha-- 
rity itfelf to engage in the defence. 

You are dircdled in the words of my text to do good and to communi- 
cate. In the application of that text to the benevolent purpofe for which 
we are now met together, I (hould be happy to convince your judgment, 
as well .4^^' ta ;ntereit your feelings: for^ if chanty -fchools be finally 
injurioi^ to the rf al tranquillity of the iXK>r, to the well-founded rights of 
the ricl)p and to the gen^^i^L order of fociety, I fliould encourage you to do 
whatr is »0/ good, and ^u wwld perform a facrifice^ with which a wife 
fa4-a righteous God will not he wfiU.plcifcd*^^ 

In the further profecution of my fubjeA, I ihall firft fet before you a few 
preliminary remarks on the importance of education, and then endeavour to 
break the force. of fome objeftipns which have ocen alledged againft charity- 
fchdolsj and which have grown up, I fear, to popularity, an^ong per&ns o£ 
captious tempers and fliallow underftandiQgs. 

It may be proper for me to premife, that an enquiry into the ufefulnefsof 
charity-fchools, neceflfarily leads -to the jvff^^ qu^lion, concerning the uti- 
lity of reading and writing to the poor. The dilferen^e^ indeed,..which fub- 
fifts between thofe who can fqarce provide fuch teaming for tliiieoifelves^ apii 
thofe who folicit your aid for obtaining it, is too inconfiderable to- afl^ 
our general decifion. What is injurious to the latter, cannot, without ia-^ 
confiftence,.be defended in refpe£t tQi the former — yi:hat is beneficial to t^ 
former, cannot, without cruelty, be refufed to the latter. 

The gradations of beings, who are of diflFcrent fpecies, open to us the 
moft enlarged and magnificent vkwa iofthpie dcQgiBs, whkh our Creator la 
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carrying on for the univcrfal good. Surely, then, a contemplative mind is 
not unpleafingly exercifed in marking thejimirs, by which creatures of the 

Jame fpecies are feparated from each other : in obferving the various degrees 
of moral and intelleftual improvement, ot which they are refpcctively 
capable : in eftimating the efFcds of fuch improvement on the general hap- 
piAffs ; and in felefting the means, by which thofe cfFefts may be more* 

■ efficiihioufly promoted, and more widely diftufed. Juftly may we congra- 
tulate «jr contemporaries upon that depth of inveftigation, and that clear- 
nefs of' reafoning, which have been employed upon the ftrudlure of the 
human:^nderftanding. We may commend the induftry and admire the 
ingenuity^yen of thofe writers, whofe opinions we do not entirely adopt; 
for in cbnfcguence of the zeal, with which they have endeavoured to fup- 

Eort the claons of their feveral fyftems to exclufive belief, large and valuab- 
le additiops have been made to the general flock of knowledge. The 
fafts, to miich the contending parties appeal, and by which an unpreju- 
diced reader is determined in the partial rejedlion, or the partial admiflioa 
of what they advance, have been coUedlcd in greater abundance, and ex-- 
amined witxt greater accuracy. 

In recommending to j:our proteftion the underftandings and ]j|j| morals 
of the poor, I do not thihk it ncceffary for me ^pjecideiin the coiMllK>veriy, 
that has long been agitated, concerning jhe idn^mva^e force of 'Abture 
and education. The mcrk&^'of. that controverfy, So far as they rdattcbfip 
our prefent enquiry, I will, howevci'^ endeavour to ftate with concifenefrf 
and perfpicuity. 

That beings, intended, as we certainly are, for different fituationsin our 
itvotal 2(gtncy, fhould be endowed with different meafures ofintellciStual abi- 
lity, is, I think, no reproach to the wifdom of our Maker. From the 
very unequal proficiency of thofe, to whom the means of cultivation, in 
appearance nearly equal, have been repeatedly offered, we have reafon to 
infer that a real difference fubfiils in their original capacities. But this 
difference is, I believe, far lefsy than it has been frequently reprefented 
by thofe, who, in magnifying it, have hoped to find, fome, an excujefor their 
ind^lencey ^SiA (omtj z, gratification for their pride. So dim, however, is our 
ihfight lato the conftitucnt principles of the thinking faculty, fo unfuc- 
ccfsful have ever been our refearches into its * primary operations, that we 

F cannot 

^ * JBelvetiui liai made inany ftriking remarks upon the importance of Education, and has fag- 

fefied fome exqe^ent rules for the niethod of conducing It. But he has fallen into grofs and 
an^eroiu erron^ when he ^ffignt ** Pbjrfical Scnfibilit/, and Memoxy,*' ai the " prodndtive 
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cannot precifcly fix the degree of efficacy, which is to be afcribed to nature 
alone. On the other hand, our happinefs and our mifery, our virtues and 
our vices, many of our propenfities, and all our habits, are vifibly and im- 
mediately dependent on that feries of external caufes, which is diftinguifhed 
by the name of education. Hence arifes the neceffity of attending to thefe 
eaufes, which are peculiarly fubmitted to our inJpe£lion and managanent Jiof { 
opening fome fcope for the exercife of talents, which a benevolent Cntor. 
has beftowed upon us — of inftilling, by the earlicft and moft.vigoro^- me- 
thods, thofe notions, which preferve the coUeftive interefts of thii 
and animate the hopes of individuals in their preparation for a bett 

But, whatever theory we may adopt concerning the general cpniUtution 
of the human underftanding, our practical obligation to prottdc for the 
inftruftion of the poor will remain, in all material points, tlimjame. If 
the original force of genius, and (as fome perfons imagine) tnfe* original 
bent of the mind, predominate in producing all the mental accgwnplifb.- 
ments of men, and in fixing their charafter, we cannot fuppofe t{iji artificial 
diftinftions of f ociety to affeft the impartiality of Nature; an^r.we know,, 
that the ijCp^f f^ nobleft gifts is connected with extgitor arid arbitrary cir- 
cumftan^fi with Opportunities which we may prevint or furnifh, and with 
improyjprents whicn we rpajj counteraft or promott On the contrary, if 
educjpabn be moft powdrlulin'it&lf, as it unqiieftionably is moft fubjedt. 
«>.i<Brcontroul, let us not refufe to any of^ooJciWlow-creatures thofc aids, 
fcreft of which, the man is too apiti to degenerate into the favage, . 
and directed by which, he may be formed into the citizen and the 
Chriftian. 

We livein enlightened times, which publicgenerofity,infomemeafure,refcue^' 
fix)m the infamy that is due to private liccntioufnefs ; and iflwhich,4niple relief: 
is provided for the infirmities of age, for the anguifii of ficknefs, and for the- 
diftreffes of unmerited and unexpeded poverty. It pains me, therefore, 
to refleft that, in Juch times, the inftruftion of the poor Ihould be Jingled 
cuty even in theory, ais an objeft unworthy of charitable regard, unfit for 
charitable interpofition — that any artificial impediments ihould be thrown; 
in the way of your judicious, and difinterefted concern for your fellow-crea- 
tures 5 and any unjuift odium induftrioufly caft on this your " labour of love." 

Bvt 

caufes of owr Ideas.*' Hartley's hypothefis of vibrations has always appeared to me ingeniont «• 
thcr than facisfai^ory. But! am not acquainted with any >Vrit^, nWho inculcates with fo much 
oleainefs and fo much energy, the neccflity of paying; an early, a ftrsa, and conAant attmlSpii t* 
W^perationi of ^e h'vman mind. He has in velti|ated the jpnqcinle of aiTociat ioir j nore deqgily» 
explained it mox€ accurately, aad'applied it more ufefully, tlran li% ffHSkX And vehardBe fttcnbr, 
Mr. Locke. 
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But, the diligence which you employ in the cultivation of the human n)ind» 
is, we are told, ufually laviflied upon a ftubborn and a barren foil : it is 
repaid, at the.be/l, by a fickly and uncertain harvefls and^ in fome cafesj 
it produces the bittereilund moft baleful fruits. 

what fource do thefe objections take their rife ? Do they fpring from 
:y to the poor, whom knowledge is faid to quicken to a more poignant 
~ their mifery ? Or from real concern for the well-being of the com* 
fnunity^rwhichy ^ fome men affirm*, is always injured, when the poor pre^ 
Jume to fcel their wants, Co exert t|ie means wliich they poffefs ot alleviat- 
ing thenA and afpire to a moderate fliare of thofe conveniences, which a 
gracious Hsovidence has placed within the reach of humble and honeft 
induilry ?.JPlo. They rather proceed from the vanity o^ fome men, who 
affeft tfli^rtle at the difficulties which elude common obfervation : froni 
the bypfcri/y of others^ who would difguife their own infenfibility to the 
fufferin^of individuals^ under a malk of foUicitude for the public ijjelfare: 
from the ^fiih^r//^ of more, who wickedly refent every liberal plan jof 
improvem^, fcis^tli^r inferiors, as an invafion of thofe j^ijvilegcs which 
wealth, is too^apt to^Ogate, and who weakly fuppofc tkCiP*^^ fplendor 
in danger of being eclHjfed^ unlcfs they can prevent xk\t partialmierfion of 
their fellow-creatures frpm the loweft and daike&^abyfs'of povertyio 



;->j 



Wide, indeed, is the gulph-whiek»the Deity himfelf has placed between 
the poor and the rich. But that the paflTage through it Ihould be for ever 
hopelefs : that all poffibility of tranfition Ihould be cut off, as well to the 
vigorous enterprizes of genius, as to the unwearied exertions of perfeve- 
ranee: that faculties, which God himfelf has given us, Ihould be fliut up 
within the narrowed boundaries — thefe are pofitions, which cannot be fup- 
ported without the moft extravagant licentioufnefs of paradox. If, indeed, 
they could be fupported by impartial reafoning, they ruuft wound every finer 
fenfibility of the benevolent man ; and therefore, //// fuch reafoning be 
produced, thofe pofitions ought not to be advanced in the form, either of 
conjefture, which is often ra(h, or of infmuation, which is always poifonous. 
Let us, however, bring the evidences by which they have been hitherto 
defended, to the teft, not of that good nature, which fometimes fhrinks 
even from juft oppofition, but of that good fenfe, which accurately diftin-i 
guilhes between fpecious appearance, and folid reality • 

All fuperfluous knowledge, it feems, is hurtful. If fuperfluous be op- 
pofed to ncceiTary, we deny the aflertion ; and we contend that there is 
no fize of underllanding, no rank of life, in which ornamental attainments 
are, invariably and indijcriminalelyy incompatible with utility. As the ob- 

F 2 jeftion 
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jcftion is very general, I ftiall oppofe to it a general anfwcr. It is difHcult 
to determine at what point utility ends, and fuperfluity begins : it is unfafe 
to afliimc even of the poor, that total ignorance is better (or them thanj 
partial knowledge ; and it is abfurd to lay that fottiih ftupidity is, in any 
fituation, preferable to a moderate Ihare of (tnk. A little learning is, no 
doubt, dangerous to thofe, who prefumptuoufly decide upon arduousJmA 
complicated fubjefts. Does it therefore follow that yet le/s learninjf will 
intoxicate the minds of the poor, whofe objc6ts of contemplation ap very 
fetVy and very fimple ? Becaufe much ought not to be accomplifhcd, ^c we 
to conclude that nothing ought to be auempted ? 

To fix with exaftnefs what degree of knowledge is too greater too little 
for the poor in all cafes, is neither an eafy, nor, indeed, a ne^toary tafk. 
It is far too littky we may fay with confidence, when they are leRtia a ftatc 
of profound ignorance, concerning their civil rights, their fecial >tod re- 
ligious duties, and their beft interefts both in this wi>fld and the nflft. It Js 
too greaty when their minds are fwollen up with iilfolenc'e and vajrfty— *whe» 



their curiofitvjs fent out upon the wing in- queft of ^jfijif0fyjMplime or the 

i/ne0^lp%i^ 



very orna/rwfRl p%i^ o( Icdirmng — ^when their attcntigfl^fteals away ffom the 
occupations on whidBi they depend for their livelihood, and is (quandered 
upon Pirfnts of trifling aiw4»«nprofitable amufem^t^ But, from evils To 
remo)fly confequential, fo faintiy^probable, exporience leave us little to 
dpnSff. The knowledge, which is bJittiiiia tmlter your patronage, may 
not be altogether barren of pleafure, as well as ufe, to the well-difpofed 
—it may check the vitious in the career of their excefles. But our op* 
ponents, even upon the fevercft fcrutiny, could fcarce ftumble upon a 
lingle inllance, where the poor mechanic, in confequence of his educa-^ 
tion in a charity-fchool, has been feized with a rage for literary fame, 
has ftarted afide from the proper employments of his ftation, plunged 
into the deep and tracklefs paths of metaphyfics, or foared into the 
brighter and more enchanting regions of poetry. 

The inftitutions, which you fupport, are, it feems, adapted with toor 
little precifiqn, to every degree of capacity with which ihtict children may be 
endowed, and every walk ot life for which they may be deftined. The im- 
putation is futile and falfe. There is no walk of life fo humble, in which 
the plain in(burti)n8 you furnifh may not be ufeful, and no capacity fodull^ 
as not to comprehend them. If the objcc^tion, however, be yet fuppofed 
to retain fome force, we fliould recoiled that fome imperfeft on cleaves to ' 
every Iclieme of man, and that the imperfcftion here fpecificd belongs, 

in 
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in a yet higher degree^ toother charitable plaris of a more public . kincl;' 
Many parts of thofc plans are fo untradlable in their own nature, fo intcr- 
vfOvcn with collateral matters of ^reat importance, lo rivettcd by the authority' 
'*\ of ongitial and exprefs appointment, that they will bend to no honeft expcdi-' 
IpK^f alteration; even when they have ceafed to anfwcr their firll ends, and' 
wl7«T%l|r y clog the operations of other wiie and faiutary rules. But yourfcheme 
for inftActing children in thefe fchools is flexible to temporary exigencies. 
Ic is fu«^ to the immediate infpeftion Qf thofe, who are mofl follicitous 
for its fuqpcfs. It is controultrd by the power, and dirctfted by the prudence^, 
that Jirjt «kb!ifhed ic : every abufe in the management of it is eafily difco- 
vercd and^^gfily reftrained ; and every new pofllbility of improvement 
may be accompanied with ipecdy and compleac execution. 

Too mu<#^time, fome men would perfuade us, is wafted in thefe fchools. 
Can it, tlifen, be faid with truth, eitht^r that the loom has ftuod ftill, or the 
plough bceKdeferted, becaufe the childhood of thefe little ones is employed 
in gaining ful^e little acquaintance with their native langUc-^.ge ? And may 
not inflances'tfe pf6fiti€^d, in which, the knowledge they gct^^4wi|^n imme- 
diate and beneficial influe'Apeon the labours, in which they jrfc afcetWrds en- 

But fchools, it fecm5, arc .very, jmprope^ places for acquiring this fiifall 
pittance of learning, becaufe, wherS'ffSmbers are affociitcd, the lewd en-' 
flame the L*wd, and the audacious harden the audacious. If this objedion 
be well founded, it equally extends to thole leminaries, in which our beft 
fyfttms of education are begun and compleated, and Irom which have pro- 
ceeds d the brighteft luminaries of our church andftaie. To this confequence 
no honclt man will oppofe that imaginary *' delicacy of -f- fentiment,'* which an 
ingenious writer has dared to Y^ronoxxnct peculiar to noble birth. Virtue is. 
not, l.kt title and fortune, hereditary. The love of virtue fometimes finds a 
place in the bofoms of the poor, ar;d it may be encouraged in thefe fchooLs 
where the poor are from their infancy habituated to the dtfirc of praile, and 
to the drcrad of infamy. But, it there be fomething courfe in the texture of. 
their minds, Ibmcthing illiberal in their manners, fomething violent in their 
tempeis, will thefe evils be eradicated hy the mere want of company ? May 
not tneir excefs, at lead, be corredled in fcenes, where a decent behaviour 
meets with applaute, and an irregular behaviour with punifhme'nt ? Schools, 
therefore, in which many of thefe children are permitted to meet together, 

are 

f I am fornr tornention with difapprolmtion the name of Biackfteftti See the ktroduAion to» 
his commentaries, p. 12, vol. I. edit 7. 
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are not always hurtful to their morals upon that account ; and, frequently, 
upon the fame account, are ufeful to their underftanding. The powers of 
the human mind do not often expand in folitude. Emulation is not entirely 
a ftranger to the breads of thcfe little ones. It may be awakened even amidft , 
the humbler ftudies which they are dire<5ted to purfue : it is to be kept alivp^ 
only by repeated comparifon, and the efFcfts of it are both falutary ^ 
manent. 

But what confequenccs are likely to follow, if thefe children hf not al- 
lowed to affemble within the reach of inftruftion, and under theji^e of au- 
thority ? They may infeft your ftreets in crowds of loiterers andjjragabonds : 
Under the roof and in the prefcncc of wicked parents, they vmj daily and 
hourly drink in corruption from its worft fource : they may f(fei little foci- 
eties amongft thcmfelves, for purpofes of petty mifchief: Couild^ they, by 
violent means, be driven into folitude, their minds might grow ui^gilh and 
unqualified for any future employment; or impelled by the inftinftive and 
irrefiilible adivity of their tempers, they might plunge, at onca, into crimi- 
nal purfuitjj,4lP<^aufc no path was opened before thenji^^jj^A^ctt as are harm- 
Icfs or bfllfcficilk. J^ 

It W& been urged, thatptHfOugh the unbounded, liberty of the prefs, books 
of^lUnalignant tendency arc proj^ifcuouflyj^ircijated, and that fuch books 
are particularly dangerous to thofe'pijpfdns, tirhofc views are confined, and 
^ vthofe principles are unfettled. This objeftion is, no doubt, plaufiblc; and 
whether it be founded upon a ferious regard for the beft interefts of man- 
kind, or be infidioufly employed as a veil for the moft pernicious purpofes, 
in either cafe I fhall beftow upon it a wtxy minute examination. 

Be it obferved, then, that good books are multiplied among us, at IcAfl-, 
in equal proportion with the bad : that the antidote, therefore, is no lef$ ac- 
ceffible than the poifon •, and that publications deftrudive to morals, written, 
as they are, to gratify the vanity of the idle, or to fupply the extravagance of 
the profligate, are, in general, too expenfivc for the, bulk of mankind. The 
interefts of virtue, I confefs it with forrow, have, in thefe later ages, been en- 
dangered bymctaphyfical fubtleties, which fap thefoundationsof our faith, and 
by treacherous mifreprefentations of human lite, which taint our manners. 
But books of this kind are, chiefly, to be found in the hands of thcfe, who 
have much leifure to w//-^wp/^j^ upon them. Seldom do they defqend to the, 
lower ranks of men, who are perfeftly incurious about the intricate Ipecula- 
tions, in which infidelity would involve the underftanding, and who are little 
affe^cd by. thofc meretricious ornanients in. which vice is uicked out, and by 
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the aid of which it fteals more fuccefsfully into the deepell recefles oFthe heart. 
The excurfions of vulgar curiofity do not often take a wider range, than what 
is afforded by the trifling incidents of the neighbourhood, and the tranfient 
topics of the day. From thcfc the poor frequently derive innocent amufe- 
jTjent in thofc hours of relaxation, which they might otherwife be induced to 
[end in riotous diffipation, or in folitary intemperance. 

It mUK, however, be owned, that fubjeft^ which affeft the public happinefs, 
^vHL in Ifmemeafure, excite the curiofity of the poor, who form a^p^r/of the 
public-, 1^ if this be the cafe, I would appeal, not to arbitrary affumption of 
what will^u^ but to experience of what has been, the confcquence. I would 
alk, whetheftjjandid conftruflions upon the errors, and juft opinions concern- 
ing the mericdof their Governors, be not, fometimes, formed bv the loweftor- 
ders of the rtoverned ? I would afk, wheiher, to be illiterate and to be incuri- 
ous, be coii^rtible terms ? Whether fedition be not conveyed into the mind, 
as eafily aad as fatally, by the ear as by the eye ? Whether perfons, who are 
grofsly igndlant of the principles by which all political queflions fhould be 
determined, ^oe totally indifferent about them ? Whether the calmmfs of their 
paffions be alwapfiropin-tionate to iht Jlownefs of their apprehmftin ? Whe- 
ther, in fhort, men whofeVi'^ls are quite uninftructed, and^iite Widifcipli^ 
ncd, do not (land in moft ijnmincnt danger of becoming tlfe blindeft anid moft 
beadftrong followers tothetooft ignorant or d^ie^tflbff pftrfidibus guides ?^^^<?rc 
ihe right of judging upori'- th«»^:omplex -ropics of government confincH ^o 
thofe, who are really able to take in Sc6rhprehcnfive and an exact view of e-I 
vents, in their caufes and their effects, whofe tempers are rufBcd by no paffion^ 
and whofe underftandings are warped by no prejudice, theobjection might recoil 
upon many among the ricb^ who are moft clamorous in alledging it againfl: 
the poor. Whether you rank it among the bleffings or inconveniencies of d 
free ftate, upon matters which affect, in their coniequences, the happinefs of 
all, the attention of all will be intereftcd. Be the abilities of "len naturally 
llrong or weak, be the cultivation of thofe abilities great or little, they are ur- 
pufhed on by a kind of mechanical impulfe, to form fome judgment, even 
upon qucftions, which they do not underftand in tht*ir fulleft extent. Unlefs, 
therefore, a decifion, built upon fcanty information, be, in the nature of things, 
inferior to that which is built upon none, the affiftance of education is not em- 
ployed in vain, where it enables the poor to acquire fome few materials for 
Knowledge, and to arrange them with fome little degree of exactnefa. 

* 

Depth of enquiry and nicenefs of diftinftion are not to be expected from 
the lower orders of men. They are, we know, fothetimes cnfnared into mif- 
takc, and fometimes worked up to outrage, by crafty fanatics, cr by profligate 

incendiaries^ 



incendiaries. But they are not altogether without rcfdurces againft poiitical- 
and religious impofture. There is a native fimplicity and clearnefs of und t- 
ftanding, which conduAs them to th«- truth by a fliorter and fafcr path, 
than fuperior mind?, when debauched by the afFeftation of refinement, arc 
^ccuftomed to purlue. There is a pride, which prevents them from tamely j* 
aflfenting to opinions, which they cannot methodically confute. Then 
jealoufy, which often guards them from the artifices of thofe, who, bfj)lau- 
fible harangues, would beguile them into error. There is a quiclyenlc of 
honour and of duty, which, interrupted as it may be, by temporA caufes, 
attaches them, in their general habits of thinking, to the goveAment by 
which they are protefted, and to the religion in which they havj^been edu- 
cated. While the laws of the twelve tables, and the namcs^ the twelve 
greater Deities were familiarly repeated by the boys of Rorr^ the ancient 
feverity of their manners was unrelaxed, and the ianftity boirkpf their reli- 
gious and civil inltituiions continued inviolate. Every citizen^ifs inftru<5t- 
cd, not only as to the privileges he was to enjoy, but as to the dujjes he wa^ 
to perform; and he grew up with a firm pcrfuafion, that when ,lhc one were 
negledted, the other were forfeited. Let us not, then, be too yifty in adopt* 
ing the fen^iments of thofe, who, without ballan(;iifg^b'^6od with the 
evil, cjM^nd mi: the necelTity of barring up ever/ avenue to knowledge, a-r 
gainftjpvc lower ^d bufier ordtrs of the community. For if the wifhes of 
lucl^^lhen were realJz^^TIR^g^eater part of our.ipecies would be degraded 
to |lie moft abjedt and fervile cofliijtion, wJt^iji^e inquietude might prey upon 
|Jie vitals of morality, or defpondcttSt^Srufti fcvery mental power, by which 
the man is diftlnguifhed from the brute. The Scythians*, we are told, put 
out the eyes of their flaves, left the attention of the unhappy wretches 
Ihould be called ofi^ from their talk. Equally inhuman are the principles 
of thofe, who would condemn, to hopelefs and helplefs ignorance, the un- 
derftandings of the poor, in order to check, what has httn iirvidioufiy called, 
- their infolence, to fecure, what is improperly called, their fidelity, and to con- 
fine all their views and all their efibrts within thofe limits, which the caprice, 
the felfifhnefs, or the timid cruelty of their fuperiors, may have prefcribed. 

But in what country, I would ask, are fentiments fo degrading to us as 
men, and fo dangerous to us as citizens, openly avowed ? In our own ; where 
to the general diffufion of knowledge, and to the genpral fpirit of adtivity 
awakened by that knowledge, we are indebted for the gradual improve- 
ment and final eftablifhment of our conftitution, tor the equity of our laws, 

• Vide Herod. P. 281. WelTcliuis'f £dit. and Plutarch, Veh 2. P. 440. 
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" and "for the purity of on^ religion. But with what juftice can we condemn 

the tyrant, who hung up on high his fanguinary edicts, written in illegi- 

' ble chaaft'Ts, if the purport and the latiguagc of our own laws be ftudi- 

-oufly kepi beck trom thofc perfonil,'who from their galling wants and thc;r 

■boillrrous pafliohs, ire moft likely to violate them? To what purp>ie do 

^NrPiii fill upon the liberal prircples, and r he ex ter five privileges of r'rotc- 

'flantiflla, v^htn, with the me^nell and molt barbarous mockery, wc thiow 

open tHt Bible to eyes, which cannot read it ? 

It i5r, 'f^^eheve, an eftabliftied maxim with the t>eft: writers upoiv legrfla- 
tion, thA^e education ot all youth (hould be accommodated to the reli- 
gion .*nd tfife^governnient, under which they are to live. The confcqucrices 
•of this maxyri, fo far as they reach rurfelve^, are t^o interelting to be <>vep- 
look( d, an^^too unequivocal to berxplaiicd <iwav Papal igcorance is yoked, 
douhtleftjOy no unnatural union wuh P<*pal fuprrftition, the triumphs of 
•which art moft inaufpicious, ^heti t')e blmd creduliry of the many has re- 
•duce. cheirif<o a itate of lervitude to ihd ambitlou.^ dcfigns of the tew. But 
the church of'Eogland has, I hope, too mu ,h confivicuce ia hep.Qjyn ftrength, 
•to muffle up any of hd^preten lions, or any of her dodtriniiif in ihjJied ob- 
ifcurity, nor will Ihe retti^e, to the meaneft of her mcm^fers, thatSb'eedom 
Df enquiry, '•o v^hich WcOare proud to afcrlbctifWHsxiftetice and her^woipe- 
rity. We have pafTed what a £^reat writei'^t®<^C^*P^^)'^^^s juftly ftiled'*. the 
difficult and terrible tranfition ^rbm error to truth." After this awful crifis, 
*tbe utility of knowledge bcconies, by aconftant and growing preparation 
-of caufes, proportionate to its extent. And, as it is t e i oaft of the pre- 
•"fe lit age, that the Ipeculative part of mankind are making a moft uncom- 
'inon prdgrefs in eve y kinfd of leaning, which is worthy of rational beings, 
-Jet it riot be thci teproacb of rhe 1 rme age, that the laborious and s more 
*nu'merovW ranks ot men, wrhbrti God has equally endowed with intellectual 
powers, ftiould be doomed to be quite fiationary m the ufe ot them. 

* It is the lot of the poor to receive, in fome meafure, their fupport from 

-the kifidneis of the rivh. But muft the'r own induftrious efforts be dif- 

i€ourage(% in Order to nriakc them wkolly dependent upon that kindnefs ? I^ is 

(C'qually the lot of the poor to receive tie greater part of their lean:ing, 

•from the- inliru£tk)ns of thofc who are more 'eatncd. But muft they, on 

this account, be permitted to receive only fuch a (bare ot information, as 

the mean "avarice if Icnle," leagued as it is, fomctimes with jcaloufy, 

and' lotretimcs' with cnoelty, Ihall be peafed to aflign them? Muft no 

-check he put on the pride oi thofe, who have attained fuperior wildomi 

rOr does the exparicace of. paft ages encourage^ us to repole an implicit 
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mnA'wtHmhfd -cOAAdtsiice lA the difintereftedfi'e&, the g&nerofitjr, tfiid €he i»- 
ttgrity of thoTe) bf whom chat wifdom is to be communicated in fpecula* 
^V€, or to be €m{^yed in aftive life? For my part, I have too much re* 
ipeft ibr die cctiedhH happinei^ of the human Ipecies, to wifh for a mono- 
poly Off knawkdge i&:iaa^ one profeflion, or any one rank of men. S(o 
4tturi(yus is m^ concent for the poor, that I would not, uithout the^ 
nqjCDt neceflicf 9 expofe them even to the p^ffibUity of fufferiog Jf their 
faith, in their morals, or in their rights, from the artifices of niM, who^^ 
if they did not mean to ahufe knowledge, would hardly wilh to efgrofs it* 
^SOdi^'too, is my f<e*iecittioti for the faculty of ceafon^ which ov|^ Creiitor 
iias made the diftinguiJbing mark of man, tdiat I never wiih v^^ it fet- 
cered down in a ftate of inactivity, where the mifapplicatioiy^i it is not 
almoft unavoidable, and where the efFedts of that milapplsation are not 
big with danger. Juftly do we abhor the blind and favage fiw of Maho* 
tnetan cohqueft, when, by the indifcriminate deflr u&ion of alTj^e mate- 
mis from which learning could be extra£l^ed^ it paved; the yay for the 
^^edier introdudlion of fuperflrition, and the firmer eftablifhni^ of defpo* 
t&xin WexMiiot, therefore, look with indifference UD£||Et^ die falfe refine- 
49lents d^ir!^ti$M policyy when, permitting thofe jlfaiCTtals^ remain, and 
eficourjjjging the 0f^ of them, by the moil hono||(rable diftindlions, among 
-ftme^l^tti of the <omjrji>i|Milfc it condemns the {^^r to ail utter incapacity 
:0f ^Adtsig any am ^k in avymfhifnguage. J 

We have heard of thofe times, when the little learning that was amoft^ 
our forefathers, (hackled the imderflanding, iiiflead of enlargiag it ; when 
the minds of men were fufpeoKied in a kind of dubious twilignt, betwe^ 
.the gloom of barbariitn and the dawnings of civilization ; -when the fierce 
baron was equally illiterate with his unpolifted. vafia^ ; find w^ieri fife 
haughtieft prelate was content to ratify the fulminatkms t^e:4elefiaftical ven- 
geance, by the clumfy fignature of the Crofs. Sut fuch tunes nev^r can 
return, while the vigilance of the lower ranks to deteft wrong, becomes a 
.tefttaint upOti the higher from tonimiiiiHg it; while the pro&lfcie^cy^ they 
•makein tbe cultivation of their reafoot aaima^es their Wip^r%or% mi fimticn^ ^ 
pitlfetve their fuperiorky in i>»^i«/fe^i^ by ^Qater> exertions, ih^ 

.higher ain^ & .aad thu^f, i^ an umnterrupted and lengdietiingferies of taufeis^ 
a fptrk of apf>lic^tion is invigorated ami diffuiibd> Md evtty.kindaf learatt 
ing adYi«cea with mcitaiing rapidity^ 

Tb<fi fe a kteiK OOniiiQ^iMlY or (if I mi^ be >i^wed /in the «£: of tte 
leacpreflion) a kind of ^i^^H fympi^^ w^tch per Varies the ftrarious patats *<^ 

4uuiwikdg|c^ «i4 in «)afeq\icAce ^ which^ tvmxfawiiMbkv ^^i^^ c^v'^ ^^^ 

favourable 



favourable eveat^ affc As the . whole. If, therefore^ feduced t)y th^ fuggpf: 
tioHS of a narrow and ungenerous caution, we (hould throw any artificial 
reftraints upon the poor, in the cultivation of their ujiderflandings, th? 
fnatj tho* unfuf^eSltd ditadyanuges of fuch reftrain^ may.f^r exceed the impi^^ 
diate and momentary conveniencies, Th? eenera^ efi^h^mml of ignorahCQ 
jMBong thofe, whom wc are too apt to coftUdcr as n)ere hewers of w^oq^ 
ana^awers of water, may itfelf defeat the purpofes for which it was pitot 
motedi^ Cut off from every hope of meliorating th^ir condition, and from 
every mportunity of iraproviog their minds^ the g^.r may begin to rcl^fe 
by veryi^wift ft rides into a fiate of barbarifm. Tbey oiay become more lui- 
manag^ihle iil their tempers, more grofs in (heir conception^, and mor^ 
iicentiousTn their manners, than they no>v arc. The evil may extend yef 
farther : fori by fome fudden convulfion in the ftate, or even by the Aom^ 
and filent dourfe of human affairs, the chains that were forged with fuccefs 
for the lower ranks of fociety, may be transferred to tnofe, whp npw 
hold wit^ fecurity a middle ftation. Upon the whple^ therefore, lefs is to 
be feared from the continuancey than from the annihilation pf tha^t power, 
which the mc^jjeft members of the community now have, even of apufing 
the little kndwTedgft.^at lies within their reach. Thou^" Slfifled and ea- 




ger away their intervals of leifure in the liftlcfsnefs of inadtion, or the infl- 
pidity of indifference ; if ivery defirc of mental improvement b? dlfcourag- 
ed, and every attempt to attain it be defeated, their^minds Krill ftagniate 
into an utter infenfihility to all ufeful truth. 

Much ftrefs has, I know, been laid upon the pefverfipn, to wjijch even 
the inconfiderab^ portion of learning acquired in th^fe ibliopls, is unques- 
tionably expofed. But is it not notorious, that, in the higher walks of 
literature, lomie men have wanted aftivity, and fon^e integrity, to apply 
their knowledge in the inveftigation of truth, and in the fupport of virtue? 
The ft;udy pf philofophy, ysrhich has produced a Nekton and a Boyle, Jias 
Alfo given rif^ to the fyftems of many pftulapt 5*^^^^^^ ^^4 ip^pious Scejj- 
tics J and ought that ftudy, though it be of general ufe; tp bc'in^ifcrinlf- 
nately difcouraged, becaufe, in particular cafes, it has been abufed by 
weak or by wicked nien ? Why, then, fbould thefe Icv^tr braaches of inftruC- 
tipn, adapted as they are tp die iituatipn and the views of the perfo'ns ttii* 
pioyfd in' them, \>c cwirely ncg^edjted, becaufe they, luye made fopic m<n 
Vyain,' anq others id|ief The perverfipn fo loudly. 'coipt)iaiQed pf is.gpt fo 
lirequent ^x fp h^x^ ^5 tp iufefy the mutoj^If^^ Vfccn it would 
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cxtinguiih the few glimmerings of knowledge, that occafibnallybrealc in upon 
the underftandir.gs of the poor, and enliven their fpirits amidit the dreary 
fcenes, with which they are daily furrounded. To every real inftancc of 
xnifapplicauon, wc may oppofe the aunfierouis exampleSj, wKei*t' the alliltancc' 
here furnilhed has foi-med peaceable citizens, laboi-ipus- rheclianics, ahd^pi^ 
cusbhridians ; where it has fupplicd harmlefs amulenient for their \r^^^ 
hourS) and given new efficacy to the efForLs of their induftry. 

But the phantoms bf danger, which difturb the imaginations of. ihofe, 
who wifh to obftru6fc our charitable defigns, will be, in a "i^rn^ijC'^P^^ W 
flight, when contrafled with the clbar and invincible evidences jrhicn may 
be drawn from the oi polite conditions of two neighbouring' coipntri In 
Ireland, where the poor are, for the mod part, totally unacqcMJnted with 
the arts of writing and reading, we are prefented with a difmavj)i£lure of 
idlenels and intemperance ; of the darkeft ignorance, and the^bafcff fuper- 
jRition -, of independence 'without freedom^ or dependence wrthoitt prJfe^ion.- 



But, in the fouchern pa;rts of Scotland, the general Gultivati|p of know- 

w as beo^ttended with the happieft conf^uenqfi4^^ilk'higrihurr 
the mann|4f otVhc lower orders of men, without /taxing their aftivity j 



it is gra^aily wearing down the aufteritics of Pufitanifm, and has facili^ 
tated 0tl introdudtibn ofTtlOfe arts, by which focjkl life is preieryed and 
adorlfjid. ^ ' "'^'^, ,.- / 

Many, it is true, who were educated in thefe fchools, have abandoned 
themlelves to immoral courles. But the caiifes of that immorality' are to be 
found in the inflexible obftinacy of their difpofitions, in- the wily perfua- 
iions oftheir companions, and too. often, I fear, in th« dazzling exanjjples 
of their fuperiors, whtj, perhaps, cpnfider vice as a privilege attached m? 
wealth. They ire to'be fought for in e^ery quarter, rather than in thefe 
feminaries, wheie (loth and debauchery are checked by many reftraints, 
from which, in other fit uations,. they are quite exempr. 

' ' ' ■ . ' . .' ' ' ' ' 

* 'The contrdverfy refp^e^ihg tlurVttrScho^l^ think, been carried on 

•with too little precifion, or "too ' little 'imparriality. While the failings of 

thoie^ who miwpply jhe bleffings of education, have been indullnoufly 

dragged to view, the faults ot thole who arc entirelv uhediicaicd, have 

been pver-Jpoked or fuppreflcd. Kut^ bt thcle unfortunate w'^etches, .it 

"may be truly ^fjrmcd, that they ,arp not h/s^^fukepii}^^^ 

'fions, than children \wh9; are , admitted'^ fchoojs •, :thit tney ..are. ncK 

^fJ^tf/?K familiarized to .''wh6l?lonie jnft^^^ thatlhe growth of levei^ 

' ^'iabre qUahty amOng^tBem'h flow, afid itis iotitiiiuancc precarious.^ Ih 
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tTieir feveral calljng^s, they are feldom diftinguifhed by ingenuity in con- 
trivance,' or dexterity in execution; Their exertions bear the appearance/ 
not fo much of voluntary labour, as of drudgery unavoidably performed." 
Their obedience, is the homage u(, flav^^s, and their Religion, I fear, in too 
mahy cafes, ''the facfifice of fools." The moments, in which they retreat, or, 
iSBSI^efcape, froni their dvill unvaried toil, are confumed in chearlefs in- 
aftion/* o?^ outrageous lie entioufnefs. When they are Wdl-difpofed, their 
virtue^i'e cold and unrteady ; and if their inclinations be bent ftrongly 
toward^klce, xhey are to be curbed only by the extreme rigours of punilh-' 
ment./^^hey Way be terrified, but can feldom' be perfuaded — they may 
^e cut! olT%om fociety ; but are not cafily qualified for the duties of it. 

* On the cjHier hand, the inftruftion communicated in charity-fchools, 
Though it bfe fufficient to prepare men for the humbler Rations of life, has 
no diredt tencjency to aflift them in the artifices of villainy ; nor does it 
ufually fn^ce them pant for fuch flattering diftinclions, as belong to their 
fuperior^l '^that knowledge, therefore, when applied according to your 
w)fhes, is fiTOtarjH^^-Yjhcn neglefted, it does no harm — whe^ mifapplied, 
it does not enatJle rhenVL atchieve more atrocious afts of ,w!t?ke!lii£fs, than 
cunning and audacity arqcaj)able of producing in thofe i^inds, wpw which 
Ao oAe ray of ufeful Iferning has ever fhoiwifrom the cradle\p the 
grave/ ' ^' ^^ . /^ ^••^• 



The j)oor, if the reprefentations of the rich may be credited, are feldom 
grateful. But the want of gratitude is not, I hope, remarkalle in thofe, 
who are brought up in charity-fchools ; and there are circumftances, furely, 
which may induce a candid man to fuppofe, that thefe children may juftly 
claim an honourable exemption from fo fevere a charge. At prefent, they 
^re quite unpradbifed in the corruptions of the world — they are awakened, 
by frequent arid folemn Calls, to the recolleftion of the favours which they 
receive — their youth gives play to all the ingenuous feelings of tlie human 
mind; .and their very dependent condition leaves little room for that 
Pride, wHichisifnpatticnt of obligation. 

Were the unthankfulnefs of the poor pleaded as a fufficient warrant for the 
total omij/ion o( Charity, the plea itfelf would be unfound, and the confc- 
quences of admitting it in /?// cafes, would be moft injurious to the com- 
pnunityj. ] Whdh it is urged, in the cafe of thefe little ones, we are pro- 
vided with af^urtnents foi* the cleareft and fulleft confutation. To with- 
hold me' kihdnefs, whicih We may confer with little difficulty, and of which 
9^10:5 cannot be deprived without great inconveniencej is cruel. But it 

IS 
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IS cruelty, aggravated- by the moft flagrant iiyuftice, to make the pun ilh^^ 
tncnt peculiar to thek fuppliants> when they mare the offence in common 
with other objedts of Charity, 

There is always reafon to fufpeS that the popular invedlivea which have 
been let loofe againft the ingratitude of the poor> are either deftitii^f^, 
proof, or mixed with much exaggeration. We may obferve, too> ttw the 
veryperfons, vfho Ju^er lead from this fault, are the moft forward JP' ^x/>tf- 
tiate upon it. Their judgments are duped by their avarice. They Jure con- 
tent to admit the truth of the faft upon the rcprefentations of othflrsi with- 
out expojjng them/elves to the convidtion, which their own experidpeiE; Qiighc 
bring with it. The generous man will, indeed, deferve muchi where he 

runs the hazard of receiving little*^ But the fclfilh man ^/^'w ton mu^b, 

and therefore determines to deferve nothing. %• 

For pofitive and deliberate afts of infolence or of ixyuftice towards 
a benefaftor, no excufe can be offered. But the offences to gntn black*^ 
ened with the name of ingratitude, will, upon a ftridl ex|minjftion, appear 
to be of a^ilor^^nial nature; to be fometimes iii^Tuntary, and lome- 
times tn^ly negaj^ve. The poor do not, perhapl, fubmit to every capri- 
cious bfimour, copiply^^ijih every extravagant requifition, or crouch ta 
cver/^ppreflive command or riwie, who blend die charafter of a patrpi^ 
with that of an imperious T^aJk-mafUr*, TfecjT cannot always accommodate 
the degrees of their gratitude to the various ranks, and the various tempers, 
of the very perfons, whom they know to be their friends. Their manner^ 
make them unlkilful in thofe nicer forms of compliment, upon which 
cuftom has ftamped an imaginary value, and which have acquired among^ 
their fuperiors a currency, that rough Jincerity cannot always obtain. Their 
fituation prevents them from rendering; zay fignal fervices towards the »«- 
merous proteftors, by whofe united afliffiance they are enabled to fppply their, 
own daily, and prefling wants. 

In thefe fchools the poor are encouraged to imbibe* thpic priiiciples, an4 
to exercife thofe feelings, which have an immediate tendency to cherifh iri 
them the virtue of gratitude. If they attend to the inftrudions that are here 
offered to them : if they behave with refpeft to their fuperiors, and with dcr 
cency to all ranks of men : if they profefs a fincere and general fenfe of their 
obligations to thofe, by whofe fupport they are educated ; if they acquire 
and preferve, habits of temperance, afliduity, andhonefty, they jna^e /4>^ 
returns, which are moft important to focietyj and Oioifl iatififa^Qjry to ev^r^ 
humane and judicious benefaftor, r . 
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The bitternefs of accirfatton has been fbmetime< exchanged for the in* 
folence of contempt. There are perfons, who would perluade us, that 
our attention, however vigilant, and our liberality, however difinterefted^ 
are thrown away upon charity-fchoob, becaufe the perfons educated in 
.them are incapable of great exertions, and becaufe the good, which re- 
licts to the community from the fcanty and confined information obtained 
infbem, is very inconliderable. To this groundlcfs, as well as inconclu- 
five i^afoning, I would anfwer, that the education of youth has, in all 
ages/^ngaged the notice of the wifeft Icgiilators^ and the fincereft patriots : 
that vWiftians arc fumifhed with more vicful means for the inflru<5lion of 
their i^ikdren than the heathens were ; and that private liberality is among 
ourfelvet^mployed for that excellent purpofe, for which rcfources of a 
pnblic natf re were provided by a celebrated people of antiquity,* Our 
efforts ijificed reach only to the poor. But the poor conftitutc the majority 
in every ncommunity. Their numiers, of courfe, beftow importance upon 
any fch^rae that is calculated to preferve them from vice, and habituate 
them to^jibour j and their extreme inability to provide for their own fafc- 
ty, fhould tecome an additional inducement for us to afllft them. 

Senunaries of this Idyid cannot boaft of the profound philoibj^er, of the 
. elegant fcholar, or of t|ie accomplifhed ftatefrpan. But they quj^S^ young 
men for entering upon t^e employments^ the tiufbandman and t|j;e me* 
chanic, one of whom mayjUw^ys def^fve well of mankind by patixiat in- 
duftry, and the other i« often entitled to the praife of ingenuity. Such, 
indeed, was the haughty fpirit of an admired democracy, that many lucra- 
tive profeffions were confidered by the members of it, as difhonourable. 
The Catwtuo-o* or " laborious artificers" were ranked in the fame defpicable herd 
with the *^u(r«i and ^x^i^^* " ^^ unlearned and the unpolifbed," and we 
read of an Athenian Law, by which it was propofed that f artizans fhould 
htcomc Jlaves to the Republic. But the fuperior humanity and the fuperior 
wiidom of modern ages difclaim fuch odious diAin<5tions. In die wide and 
complicated affairs of the world, agriciUture and trade defcrve the protec- 
. tion of the lawjB and the refpcd of individuals. I fpeak, too, a momen- 
tou;^, though it be a oiorlifying, truth, when I fay, that they are of more 
;dire£t and extien^ve uie, that they are leis cxpofed to perverfion, and lefs 
jioftilc to virtue^ than ibme arts, I might add, iomc Iciences^ which, the 

vaniiy 

*'For the proofs that charity- fchools were inftitcted among the Romans, I refer ihc t^eader tf> 
Jorton's DiiTertation on the Truth of the Chriilian Religion, page 139. Edit. 2, ' 

^ DIo|xhantus pF9p«(ed ihM Isl^ at Athooi, aodU iedms txXhave <beeo an edabivihed co(l6t» a. 
Biong the mhabitants of Dvrrhacium, (or as it was formerly called, B]>idamnus,) to trej^t thoif 
ifrtixoiisHM'ftiv^.^Vide Aftft«iv4e R€p«b,4il». i. -cap. 7. p. 5C4. yA- iu t4it, ft. Dei V^» 
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vanity of thofe who cultivate them, has dignified with nnore brilliant ap- 
pellations. 

m 

The pride of man worketh not the righteoufnefs of God ; and under the 
guidance of his Providence, caufes, in appearance, very trifling, are nnal- 
ly produftive of efFeAs very interefting. Perfons educated in thefe fchjaii 
have fometimes become, not only irreproachable, but eminently fitful^ 
members of fociety : they have emerged from fordid indigence, J^ the 
comforts, and even the elegancies, of affluence : they have carriSl into 
higher ftations, and have exercifcd with more fplendid fuccefs, thgr^bits 
of diligence, which owed their birth to thefe humbler forms of i^rru6li6n. 
Such inftances, however rare^ fhould not be overlooked. But^e^en in the 
general courfe of things, the fruits of your benevolence are noffinadequatc 
to the cxpcnce and the labour of preparation. That Being, \bto judges 
of actions, will determine upon your merit by the uprightnelT'of your 
f^ndeavours. He, who controuls events, may draw from thofe endeavours 
fuch bleflings, as, /;/ the aggregate^ will be moft honourable to -j^urfelves, 
and mod advantageous to your country. '-•• 

"^^ hile^any coafefe and invidious objeftions ai* thrown out againft the 
immor^Jfty, the in^atit^jd^ ^^'^d the unimportarke of the poor, com- 
plaint of a more "refinea fort huve been pointed ilgainft the meafures that 
are taken to cherilh in them any'Tfi^itjmeiirf\)r*Religion : for, the belief 
rftf Ghriftianity is, we are told, /brr^f^ 'Opon their minds, and, therefore, 
cannot be attended with lading and beneficial elTefts. To this romantic 
and, 1 fear, malignant aflcrtion, it may be replied, that, in far xh^ greater 
part of our beft qualifications, compuUion has ^riff^^/^ choice : and thkt 
the pleafures of aftual attainment have been experienced, before the labour 
neceflary to that attainment had been voluntarily undergone. ""' 

The argument I am now confidering will afFeft the more elegant^ as well 
as the more fimple plans of education. But what, I would alk, arc the 
grounds, on which it ought to afFeft either ? If information upon the fub- 
jefts of hiflory and manners be proper for young men, what inherent pecu- 
liarity is there in Religion, which renders it unworthy of their attention ? 
If Chriftianity contain doSfrines which reafon may admit, and inculcate 
"yecepts of which the moral fenfc approves, why Ihould the feverities of 
prokription b^ levelled againft Chriftian doftrines and Chriftian pre- 
cepts alone? " - 

Oh the other hand, fhould it be thought expedient to unite religious in- 
ftrudign with the various branches of ufeful and . on^amcncal learning, in 
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which the higher ranks of men are educated, the poor who feldom find ac- 
ccfs to the latter in any great degree, ought not furely to be quite excluded 
from the former. 

lut all opinions derived from the Gofpel muft, it feems, be branded- 
the name of prejudice. Yet, while thofe opinions are confonant to 
truf9U2Lnd the aftions produced by them are virtuous^ it is of little moment, 
from^hat Jource^ dreams, confefledly />«r^, may originally have iffued. The 
GofpclL preached as it was by its Author lo the poor, is, I am confident, 
more Olfculatcd to enlighten their underftandings and to purify their 
hearts, Taian all the vifionary refinements of honour, or all the fubtle dif-* 
tinftions ji philofophy. 

Whait IS admitted as a prepoflefTion, afterwards becomes a rule of aftion.* 
But this procefs is not peculiar to Religion. The firft rudiments of every 
fcience aic received upoa-xredit; and we are indebted to authority itfclf 
for thofe nbtions, which, confirmed by freflv conviftion, and enlarged by 
new applicafiB'ffJ* ^HHjjle us to renounce authority, when.-i#c ^I^Dnger (land 
in need of it, and to sWopt or rejeft the opinions of others, onqi upon the 
ftrifteft principles of r^fon. i^^m^ -h 

In thefe fchools, then',*th(ff'y©ung firtan is educated in the belief •f>,a 
Religion, which is in all refpefti accommodated to his fituation. Th^ 
doftrines of it will preferve him from the extravagancies of fanaticifm, and 
the terrors of fupcrftition, to which the poor are particularly expofed. The 
precepts of it tend to convert that churlijhnejs of difpofttioriy fo frequently 
imputed to the lower orders of mankind, into an inftrument of twcry Jlerner 
Virtue^ of perfeverance in labour, of refolution amidft danger, and of 
hardinefs under adverfity. The promifes of it will fupport him under 
the prcfTure of many Jscret affliftions, which the rich feldom difcover, and 
fometimes, cannot relieve. Taught by this Religion to look up from his 
earthly benefiiftor, to a more gracious benefaftor in Heaven, he is often 
kept lleady in the path of Virtue ; and by that fteadinefs, the interefts of 
the community, and the happinefs of the individual, are efFeftually fecured. 
We mufl: not, liowever, forget, that in the fame moment, and with the 
fame facility, prejudices , on the fide of irreligion and of immorality y may be 
infufed into his mind. If the wheat be not fown, the enemy is generally 
at hand to fcatter the tares. 

I am not acquainted with any objection to the utility of charity-fchools, 
which has not, already, been produced in its full ftrength, and obviated by 
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impartial^ and^ I hope^ fktisfaftory^ anfWer^* THcfcntiments/whichlhavie 
here advanced, are> I am confciousi addrefied to an audience, from whofc 
virtuous attachment to the caufe which I have defended, they will aitct a 
favourable reception. It is with the fincereft pleafure, that I ihelter the 
wifties of that audience, and my own opinions, under the ai//i&m/y of a 
writer, the depth of whofc penetration is to be equalled only by jjh$ 
benevolence of his heart. Afterdating with clcarnefs, and folving with, 
ingenuity, fome of the difficulties belonging to the fubjedl now befo]jjb* ns^ 
this excellent moralift thus exprqfTes himfelf. '^ I am always afraid of de^ 
•' termining on the fide of envy or cruelty. The privileges of ed|acacion 
•' may fometimes be improperly beftowed. But I fhall always feanfc with- 
*' hold them, left I ftiould be indulging the fuggeftions of pric^' while I 
** perfuade myfelf that I am following the maxims of policy ; mA under 
** the appearance of falutary reftraints, Ihould be indulging tho J^yft of 
*' dominion, and that malevolence which delights in ieeing .others - 
« depreffed."* , ^- "' 

To concludii'; tkhen objections are made againft ^f^g^nifaiure, the ad-* 
vantages d^which aredmperfedl, it is incumbent, I ^mk, on the obje<5tor, 
to point, '6ut fome other eMe4icnts lefs exceptionable. That Virtue is 
neceflary to every member of the -iHiQmmunity, no Ijpeculatift will be hardy 
cnoflPgli to dcny« fiut if thefe childfe^ ijpj^ [derive the Brft principles t>f 
duty, and the firft habits of diligence, from Education, whence are they 
to be obtained ? Not, furely, from a delicate fenfe of honour, which can ] 
have no place amidft the ruggednefs of their tempers, the awkward fimpli* 
city of their manners, and the very circumfcribed notions they entertain 
concerning the moral fitnefs of things — not from the fplendor of high ex- 
ample, for they ftand very far removed from the more elevated conditions 
of life, upon which, indeed, they feldom gaze, but with ftupid admira- 
tion, and of which, they are far more likely to imitate the vices, than 
to emulate the virtues — not from the dread of that indigence, the prof- 
peft of which ought, I am furc, to be a check upon the extrava- 
gance of their fuperiors, but to the degrading circumftances of which fami- 
liarity has rendered the poor almoft callous. If they be not fupplied with 
the means of attaining knowledge in thefe fchools, " to whom muft they 
flee for fuccour ?" Will you fend them to the cold and haughty eye of the 
ftranger ? Will you force them back upon their friends, whom age has, 
perhaps, benumbed, whom ficknefs tortures, or whofe daily labour fcarcc 

procures 

^ See Johnfoo'a Reritw of SoameJcAoynft's enquiry into the Origia of Evil, j^zge is« 
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^'procures for them the wretched pittance of daily bread ? F.ven the benefit 
of that labour may be loft to the orphan, who ftands here before you, an 
humble and helplefs fuppliant. He, nozv looks up to you, as the guides 
of his youth, and the guardians of his innocenCv^ — he has once v/ept over 
th&%Mhesofan afFeftionate father, whofe laft moments v.ere, probably, cm- 

l bittcredby the dread of leaving a child expofcd to ignorance and vice, awI 
whofe ^ft prayers were direfted to Heaven, for fuch aflillance, lu your beri<: - 

tj volence m^ furnifh^ this day. 
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^y^TSriD^f ^" tro verte£^ tlM)^. m^^* controverted. They. 
^ 9, — 10, /mr, might have been' elqKQcd to work, raiJ^ laLiht be expelled to have 

worked, * ,->■ 

ISp U9ii the idt ii»Jl't^Jpr, the excellence of this afTociaiing, rgui/, ihc c/Hcycy of iY.h 

aflociating. 
I I7f A»r 8, for, fttlifl/ie/ij^ read, illumhiata. 
^ ^' 20, I9f for^ Utility of the Gcfpei, rcad^ uliHty of that Gofiiel. 

21,— I, ^(t/^ comma a//rr cast: I'ly* 

^ a;^ — — 27, Jor^ accurately confiocrci, rrad^ accurately examined. 

^^'' X f7f /»«* the iiij^t Jhrt with tJuJbic/j, ren.i, i^ith which, 
apt— 22, for^ Has taught, rud^ Ii \\\\% uw^Xii, 
2j, /hrj GladiaK ical, ;y/i</, Glaciiatorial, 

• ^///f, for^ and Of an cnlightcutd, read, and an enlightened. 

y^*"^^^ 3^9 for 9 Roir*?, rtaJ^ Athens. 
34»""~- a2,yir, defeats rea.i defeci. 
37» •"— ^%for^ elaborate, read^ I'brr'ous, 
3S9 — 27, /or, tvifytjuf naif, zv^.^yiiiiv* 

— 28, y*r, to do good, naJt LtiieHccnce. 
40,— ii,y«r, sa, read, as, 
(|8» Jw//» for^ Weflching's, nad^ Wc/Telin^^s 
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